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He Knows the Way | Take 
By Mrs. Edgar F. Johnston 


E KNOWS the way I take, He tries 
My life by fire. Then sweet surprise 
His love hath planned, 
He brings me forth, when tried, as gold, 
And every care comes, I am told, 
At His command. 


All sorrows that long years have brought, 
All careless blunders others wrought 
That cause me grief, 
All disappointments, all despair 
Are His appointments and His care. 
He brings relief. 


Not part but all my life He knows, 

Not one but every care He chose . 
In tender love. 

My heart would treasure one glad thought, 

This humble life that Christ has bought 
Must shine above. 


we 


The Final Command 


There will be a last command from 
the Lord Jesus Christ to his Church 
on earth. It has not come yet —it may 
come at any moment. It awaits his com- 
ing. “For the Lord himself shall descend 
from heaven with a shout” (1 Thess. 4: 
16). The Greek word here translated 
“shout” is keleusma, and is found no- 
where else in the New Testament. It 
means an order, a command, especially 
a stimulating cry, and is found in other 
literature as referring to a signal given 
to rowers by the master of a ship, or 
to soldiers by a commander. A writer 
quoted in the Keswick Calendar refers 
to it as a military term used of a com- 
mander giving the order to evacuate the 
field, to cease fire. “And the Day is 


coming when the Church militant here 
on earth shall hear the ‘cease fire’ of her 





Lord; when the battle will be over, and 


the conquest won, and when the songs 
of the rejoicing victors will be heard. 


But while we think of all that this means 


to us in comfort and cheer, let us think 
of what it means to the Lord Jesus him- 
self. This is that joy that was set be- 
fore him, for which he ‘endured the 
cross, despising the shame.’” 


= 
Feeding and Forbidding 


Forbidding is as necessary as feed- 
ing. There are child psychologists and 
educators today who would tell us that 
we must never use “negatives” with a 
child; tell the children what to do, but 
never tell them, “Don’t do” this or that; 
if we feed the child with positive truth, 
this is all that is necessary. God does 
not seem to agree with such wisdom of 


men, for his Word tells us of many things 


% 


Living by Faith 


“But that no man is justified by 
the law in the sight of God, it is 
evident: for, The just shall live by 
faith” (Gal. 3:11). 


OR the third time in the Bible, and 
the second time in the New Testa- 
ment, the principle of living by faith 
is here set forth in the Epistle of Chris- 
tian liberty. It is interesting to note 
that these words each occur a number 
of times in Galatians: “liberty” — four 
times; “free”—four times; “faith’ — 
nineteen times. Chapter 5, verse 1, may 
be taken as a key text: “Stand fast 
therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ 
hath made us free, and be not entangled 
again with the yoke of bondage.” The 
occasion of the Epistle is explained in 
1:6-9, where we are told it was written 
to guard believers against those who 
would pervert the Gospel of Christ. 
When the words, “The just shall live 
by faith,” are considered in the light 
of the immediate context in Galatians 
and the whole message of the Epistle, 
we may emphasize particularly the truth 
of living by faith in the present. Re- 
calling his surprise when the last clause 
in Galatians 3:14 was brought espe- 
cially home to him, Dr. F. B. Méyer 
wrote: “ ‘Through faith ! I said to my- 
self, ‘But that is the way in which we 





This is the second of three Bible studies 
given by Philip E. Howard, Jr., at the Me- 
morial Day Conference this year at Amer- 
ica’s Keswick, Keswick Grove, N. J. 


we are not to do, as well as many that 
we are to do. Common sense, also, has 
a way of agreeing with God’s Word. 
If a parent sees a little child reaching 
for a sharp knife, or for fire, or for 
poison, the parent says “Don’t,” and says 
it very quickly and positively, even en- 
forcing the “Don’t” with physical inter- 
ference if necessary. No parent finds it 
sufficient merely to give the children 
nourishing food; along with the neces- 
sary feeding there is the constant neces- 
sity of forbidding. In one and the same 
interview with the Devil, the Lord Jesus 
Christ brought out the importance of 
both feeding and forbidding. Man must 
live, he said, “by every word that pro- 
ceedeth out of the mouth of God,” — 
there is food. “Thou shalt not tempt the 
Lord thy God,” — there is something for- 
bidden. Not only children, but all of us 
throughout life’s journey, need to be told 
what to take and what ta leave alone. 


% 


in the Present 


receive salvation; and if that be all, it 
is possible to claim my share in the full- 
ness of the Holy Spirit, as I claimed my 
share in the salvation wrought out by 
Jesus.” It seemed as though a voice 
spoke in my soul, ‘As you claimed for- 
giveness from the hands of. the dying 
Christ, so claim the fullness of the bless- 
ing from those of the living Christ.’ 
With all humility I took that position 
and preferred my claim, and .. . it 
seemed as though grace were given to 
appropriate the promise.” A great deal 
of light on living by faith is given ‘in 
many other Scripture passages. 

The Source of Faith.—“Faith cometh 
by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God” (Rom. 10:17). The more we are 
saturated with the Word of God the 
stronger our faith will be. Faith is part 
of the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22). 
Our faith is increased by “looking unto 
Jesus the author and finisher of our 
faith” (Heb. 12:2). It is comforting ales 
to realize that Christ prays continual 
for us, according to Hebrews 7:25. EW¥amr 
Hopkins, for many years one of the 
leaders of the Keswick Convention in 
England, gives his own beautiful trans- 
lation of this verse: “He is able to be 
saving, to the very end, those who are 
in the habit of coming unto God through 
him.” 

We Should Seek Faith.—The apostles 
asked the Lord Jesus to increase their 
faith (Luke 17:5). In his two letters to 
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Timothy Paul urges him to follow after 
faith (1 Tim. 6:11; 2 Tim. 2:22). 


Our Faith Must Be in God—It is a 
popular fallacy to say that if we “just 
have faith’ we shall succeed. But this 
is no more than a groundless optimism, 
which affords no strong footing in times 
of trouble. The Lord Jesus told his dis- 
ciples to “have faith in God.” These 
words are engraved in stone over the 
entrance to the China Inland Mission 
headquarters in London. Hudson Taylor 
wrote that he believed these words 
meant, “Hold God’s faithfulness,” and his 
long life of service, his writings, and 
the great China Inland Mission which 
he founded are a continual testimony to 
the fact that he lived by this principle. 


We Stand by Faith.—“Therefore being 
justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ: by 
whom also we have access by faith into 
this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice 
in hope of the glory of God” (Rom. 5: 
1, 2). Paul writes to Gentile believers, 
“Thou, standest by faith” (Rom. 11:20), 
and almost these same words are found 
again in 1 Corinthians 16:13 and 2 Cor- 
inthians 1:24. 


We Walk by Faith.—“For we walk by 
faith, not by sight” (2 Cor. 5:7). “As 
ye have therefore received Christ Jesus 
the Lord, so walk ye in him: rooted and 
built up in him, and stablished in the 
faith” (Col. 2:6, 7). Evan Hopkins said 
to a friend who was earnestly seeking 
victory over sin: “You know our hymns 
are called, ‘Hymns of Consecration and 
Faith,’ and those are the two feet we 
have got to walk on. You are trying 
to walk on one foot only — consecration. 
Do not worry so much ... go and have 
a good believing time.” 

Faith Guards against Sin.—It is not 
safe for a Christian to take a step that 
he cannot take in faith. “For whatsoever 
is not of faith is sin” (Rom. 14:23). Faith 
is twice spoken of as a shield or breast- 
plate (Eph. 6:16; 1 Thess. 5:8). Paul 
urged Timothy to “fight the good fight 
of faith” (1 Tim. 6:12). 

Faith Causes Us to Testify.—Perhaps 
one reason we do not speak:more often 
to others about the Lard ofesus:,Christ 
and his glorious Gospel is that, our hearts 
are not really gripped by the assurance 
that comes through faith. “We having 
the same spirit of faith, according as it is 
written, I believed, and therefore have 
I spoken; we also believe, and therefore 
speak” (2 Cor. 4:13). 


Through Faith We See Things Unseen. 


—Here is one of the paradoxes of the 
Christian life. “While we look not at 
the things which are seen, but at the 
things which are not seen: for the things 
which are seen are temporal; but the 
things which are not seen are eternal” (2 
Cor. 4:18). But this clear vision of 
things unseen is sometimes clouded by 
something that comes between us and 
God. Writing in the Jewish Missionary 
Magazine (May, 1938), Professor H. 'T. 
Kuist quoted the following striking 
lines: 


Whatever passes as a cloud between 
The mental eye of faith and things unseen, 
Causing that brighter world to disappear, 
Or seem, Jess. Jovely, or its hope less dear; 
This 5 ur world, our idol, though it bear 
Afféttion’s'finpréss or devotion’s air. 
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Discbedience breaks our communion 
with God, dims our vision of eternal 
things, and takes from our hearts the 
spirit of praise. My three-year-old son 
Tommy likes to play with paper bags 
of different sizes which his mother keeps 
stored in a shopping bag hung up in 
the kitchen. But he has now been for- 
bidden to do this, since he often left 
them on the kitchen floor. 

One Sunday afternoon not long ago, 
finding the paper bags all over the floor, 
I called Tommy and told him to put 
them back. I then joined the other 
members of the family in the living 
room, where my wife was playing hymns 
on the piano. In a few moments Tommy 
appeared beside my chair, and glancing 
down, I saw that he still had one small 
paper bag in his hand. 

“Tommy,” I said, “put that bag back in 
the kitchen.” 

While Tommy understood perfectly, he 
“halted between two opinions,” looking 
first at the bag, then at his mother. 
“But,” he said, “I want to sing Hallelu- 
jah.” 

But I told him he must put the last 
little bag in its proper place before he 
could sing Hallelujah. 

It is no use trying to praise God while 
we are disobeying him. 


Our Faith Will Be Tried—While we 
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may be certain that our faith will 
tested, yet we may take great comfo 
from the words of the Lord Jesus +¢ 
Peter. “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan 
hath desired to have you, that he may 
sift you as wheat: but I have prayed 
for thee, that thy faith fail not: and 
when thou art converted, strengthen thy 
brethren” (Luke 22:31, 32). We also 
read that the trying of our faith worketh 
patience, and “that the trial of your 
faith, being much more precious than of 
gold that perisheth, though it be tried 
with fire, might be found unto praise 
and honour and glory at the appearing 
of Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 1:7). 


Jesus, these eyes have never seen 
That radiant form of Thine; 

The veil of sense hangs dark between 
Thy blessed face and mine. 


I see Thee not, I hear Thee not, 
Yet art Thou oft with me; 

And earth hath ne’er so dear a spot 
As where I meet with Thee. 


Yet though I have not seen, and still 
Must rest in faith alone; 

I love Thee, dearest Lord, and will, 
Unseen, but not unknown. 


When death these mortal eyes shall seal, 
And still this throbbing heart, 
The rending veil shall Thee reveal, 
All glorious as Thou art. 
—Ray Palmer, D.D. 


(To be concluded next week) 
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Protection from Lightning 


The writer has lately taken up work 
that has to do with the protection of life 
and property from danger and destruc- 
tion from lightning. The question has 
occurred to me: 


Is this tremendous force in the hands 
and under the control of God alone, or 
has it been usurped by the Evil One and 
used by him among many other things 
to carry on his works of destruction? If 
this be true, then it might be considered 
that God has placed in the hand of men 
these protective devices to overcome and 
circumvent this phase of the works of 
the Devil. I have seen quoted the word 
of Benjamin Franklin claiming this to be 
true. Would be glad to have your answer. 
—A Pennsylvania reader. 


To take any necessary steps to guard 
human life or property against fire, de- 
struction, or death from lightning is cer- 
tainly a right and proper thing. We 
look on lightning as one of the so-called 
“forces of nature,” similar to such other 
terrific forces as tornadoes, typhoons, 
cyclones, hail storms, tidal waves, earth- 
quakes, and thie like. We know that God 
is back of these forces, and we know 
from Scripture that he sometimes uses 
these forces in judgment upon men, 
armies, and nations. But just as we 
rightly do ai! that we can to protect 
ourselves against disease and death, it 
is a simple duty to use any available 
protection of life and property from dan- 
ger and destruction by lightning. To re- 
fuse to use iegitimate means of protec- 
tion would be, not faith, but fatalism. 

Satan, the great enemy of God and 
men, is called in Scripture “the prince 
of the power of the air” (Eph. 2:2). 


This is understood as meaning that he is 
at the head of a vast host of demons who 
are his servants and do his subtle and 
wicked will. While it seems possible 
that God may permit Satan to use terrific 
natural forces, such as lightning, in his 
destructive work, this is only human 
conjecture, and there is.no Scripture for 
it. Scripture does tell us, however, that 
Satan has the power of death (Heb. 2: 
14). 

There are many Scripture passages 
connecting lightning and lightnings di- 
rectly with God and his will and action. 
When God manifested himself to Israel 
on Mount Sinai, we read that “there 
were thunders and lightnings, and a 
thick cloud upon the mount... so that 
all the people that was in the camp 
trembled” (Exod. 19:16). David praised 
God for the defeat of his enemies, say- 
ing: “The Lord thundered from heaven, 
and the most High uttered his voice. 
And he sent out arrows, and scattered 
them; lightning, and discomfited them” (2 
Sam. 22:14, 15). John’s sight of Heaven, 
when he was caught up there, showed 
him God’s throne, “and out of the throne 


(Continued on page 484) 
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f& Trumbull at Mt. Hermon 


N ADDITION to the California con- 
ference engagements noted in recent 
issues of the Trwes (San Gabriel, July 





10-15; Long Beach, August 7-14), the 


Editor has accepted an invitation to 
speak Sunday morning and evening, 
July 24, at Mount Hermon. 
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John Wanamaker, Founder 


A leader of world-wide influence in the development of the 
Sunday school, and a pioneer in American business expansion 


By Philip E. Howard, LL.D. 














N A very busy day in the big 
QO Store, an intimate friend called to 

see Mr. Wanamaker. As his friend 
stood at one of the elevators, Mr. Wana- 
maker stepped quickly out of another. 
His greeting to his friend was warm 
and-most cordial. And then he said: 

“I am sorry that I cannot stop just 
now to see you. I am just on the way 
to the funeral of one of the children 
at Bethany, and I am sure you will 
excuse me, and I will arrange to see 
you later.” 

With that he hurried away to meet 
this appointment. 

John Wanamaker was known around 
the world for his marvelous business 
success, but his dominant interest in 
Sunday school work had many mani- 
festations during the course of a long 
life. In this same issue, Mr. William 
McLaughlin, who succeeded the imme- 
diate successor of Mr. Wanamaker (Mr. 
Robert M. Coyle) in the superintendency 
of Bethany Presbyterian Sunday School, 
in Philadelphia, tells of some of his 
impressions of his Chief, as they worked 
together at Bethany. 


When Offered a Cabinet Position 


At this anniversary time many remi- 
niscences might be given concerning this 
man who labored so earnestly and so 
long in Christian service and in busi- 
ness life. Only a few incidents may 
be told here, illustrative of much more 
that might be included, yet they are 
typical, and they are nearly all of them 
within the personal experience of the 
writer. 

When President Harrison offered John 
Wanamaker a cabinet position as Post- 
master General, Mr. Wanamaker wanted 
to do what he could to bring about jm- 
provements in the postal service, if some 
were to be made, but he felt obliged to 
tell President Harrison that he would not 
be able to accept his offer unless the 
President were willing to have him 
spend his Sundays in Philadelphia. He 
told Dr. Henry Clay Trumbull, his old 
friend, the former Editor of THE SuNDAy 
ScHooL Times, which Mr. Wanamaker had 
once owned, that when President Har- 
rison told him that he was quite willing 
to meet that condition, Mr. Wanamaker 
was then able to say yes to the Presi- 
dent’s appointment. His notable serv- 
ice in establishing the rural free deliv- 
ery system is one of the many 
achievements of his many-sided career. 

I was at luncheon one day, in London, 
with Dr. Carey Bonner, the Secretary 
of the British Sunday School Union, who 
told me the following incident. 

A statue of Robert Raikes, generally 
recognized as the founder of the modern 
Sunday school, was to be unveiled on 
the banks of the Thames. Dr. Bonner 
was in the company of Sunday school 
workers gathered about the statue, and 
as he looked over the crowd, he thought 


Over a long life span John Wana- 
maker became a leader in world- 
wide activities in the development 
of the Sunday school movement, and 
a vital and pioneer factor in the 
foundation and expansion of Ameri- 
can business. He was born a hun- 
dred years ago on July 11, 1838. He 
was called Home on December 12, 
1922. As founder of the famous 
Bethany Presbyterian Sunday School 
in Philadelphia, and its superintend- 
ent for no less than sixty-four years, 
and as a former owner of The Sun- 
day School Times in the late seven- 
ties, these glimpses of his personality 
will be challenging and revealing at 
this anniversary time. 








he saw John Wanamaker standing there. 
Dr. Bonner hurried through the crowd, 
and reaching the one whom he thought 
he recognized he said: 

“Surely this is Mr. Wanamaker, but 
I can hardly believe it.” 

“Yes,” said the other, “you are right, 
here I am. I learned of this celebra- 
tion and while at sea I found that my 
ship would not arrive in time. I sent 
word ahead, and had a yacht meet me, 
down the Channel, —and so I arrived!’ 

Dr. Bonner’s delight was quite ob- 
vious. 

It was Mr. Wanamaker who invited 
Dr. Henry Clay Trumbull, the father of 
Charles G. Trumbull, to come to Phila- 
delphia, in September of 1875, to be- 
come the Editor of THe Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times. Of this man to whom the Sun- 
day school world owes so much, and 
who was the builder (with his son-in- 
law, John D. Wattles) of THE SuNpDay 
ScHoot Times, Mr. Wanamaker wrote: 


His Estimate of Henry Clay Trumbull 

‘I saw a great man in Henry Clay 
Trumbull the first time I met him. I had 
just climbed over the boyhood boun- 
dary, and found in him the hero and fast 
friend I was looking for. We were to- 
gether in the first great national Sun- 
day school convention at Jayne’s Hall, 
with George H. Stuart, John H. Vincent, 
now the bishop, and the younger Tyng. 
Trumbull’s tall form, and strong face, 
already marked with deep lines; eagle 
eyes, alert spirit, and good sense al- 
ways and unanimously elected him cap- 
tain. Anyone could see and feel that 
he was a Christian all through. His look 
and step always plainly said: ‘Wist ye 
not that I must be about my Father’s 
business?’ ‘I must work the works of 
him that sent me.’ 

“Soon after the war THE Sunpay 
ScHoo. TIMEs, established by the Ameri- 
can Sunday Scnool Union, and edited 
by Professor John S. Hart, of the Cen- 
tral High School, was transferred to pri- 
vate publishers. 

“It finally fell into my hands more 


dead than alive, and I undertook its 
publication as a religious duty. 

“Without thinking much about it, I 
actually felt at that time that inasmuch 
as my object in publishing it was not 
for personal gain, but solely to assist 
the work of the church in developing 
the Sunday school, that it was sure 
to prosper. 

“This blindness lasted for more than 
three years, when I woke up to the fact 
that religious work, whatever its form, 
to be successful required the exercise 
of precisely the same talents as secular 
business. 

“IT immediately wrote for Mr. Trum- 
bull to come, and it was he who kindled 
the light in the dark lamp whose Chris- 
tian endeavor had been without any 
burn to it. 

“Mr. Trumbull came to Philadelphia, 
and walked me round and round for a 
month to see whether it was likely that 
I would be able to stand up under the 
large undertaking I wanted him to as- 
sist with. 


A Conviction He Never Lost 


“His conclusion to come to Philadel- 
phia brought along John D. Wattles, 
and we three wrought steadily upon 
the new foundations of THE Sunpay 
ScHooL Times, upon which its great 
structure of usefulness is built. For 
years I came in almost daily contact 
with Mr. Trumbull— Sundays as well 
as week days, for he and Mr. Wattles 
came regularly to Bethany and taught 
classes until they settled in the Wal- 
nut Street Presbyterian Church. Giving 
up the ownership of the Trwes entirely 
to them did not separate us; on the con- 
trary, Mr. Trumbull constantly declared 
that ‘no man could do his best work 
without°s6mé2dcther man close to him 
to hold*on2to.b170 be yoke-fellow to the 
man who é¢af¥iéd in his heart that great 
book ‘Friendship’ was a great privilege. 
It enabled me sometimes to touch his 
life in perplexities, and at times of ill 
health with comfort and relief, notably 
once when he charged me with driving 
him off to the Holy Land. He always 
said that his ‘Kadesh-Barnea’ was my 
doing.” 

While after its purchase from. him 
by Dr. H. Clay Trumbull, Mr. Wana- 
maker no longer had a financial inter- 
est in THE Sunpay ScHoot Times, he 
never lost his conviction that the paper 
held a unique place in the field of re- 
ligious journalism. I was calling at his 
office in New York one day, hoping that 
I might see him for a few moments, and 
as I stood by the rail of his secretary’s 
office, he got a glimpse of me through the 
open door leading into his private office, 
and beckoned me to come in. So in I 
went to talk with him as I had earlier 
about advertising in the Tnwes. He made 
no hesitation about expressing™his be- 
lief in the value of the papér for the 
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Wanamaker advertising in certain of its 
features which would appeal to thou- 
sands who would be coming through the 
cities of Philadelphia and New York 
from time to time. One of his chief 
associates entered the room while we 
were conversing, and Mr. Wanamaker 
turned to him to ask his opinion of 
using the Times for some of their ad- 
vertising. His associate did not take 
quite the same view, although he valued 
the paper very highly, because he said 
it would doubtless involve them in too 
many requests from other religious 
papers. 


What He Thought of the Times 


“I think,” said Mr. Wanamaker, “that 
you are not showing your usual good 
judgment. We can use THE SUNDAY 
ScHoo. TIMEs without any difficulty such 
as you mention, because there is no 
other paper like it. It stands alone in 
its field, and I believe that we can 
use it without any complications.” 

His associate smilingly disagreed with 
him, and presently left the room. Mr. 
Wanamaker then turned to me and said: 
“Just leave that matter entirely with 
me for the present. I think you will get 
the advertising.” And we did! 

I quote this incident to indicate what 
was constantly appearing as one of Mr. 
Wanamaker’s’ characteristics — willing- 
ness to act independently on reasons 
that seemed good to him. 

On another occasion he was presid- 
ing at a meeting of the Pennsylvania 
State Sabbath School Executive Com- 
mittee. They were meeting in the Store, 
in a private dining room, and Mr. Wana- 
maker found himself in strong disagree- 
ment with all of the other members of 
the committee on a matter of consider- 
able importance. He encouraged the 
members to express themselves freely, 
and after a time, he seemed to be giv- 
ing special consideration to their argu- 
ments. Then he said, “Let us put the 
question to vote.” This was done, and 
all were in agreement except Mr. Wan- 
amaker. He looked around the table 
for a moment. Then he said, “For some 
time I have been wondering whether I 
was right or wrong, and now I know 
I was wrong.” 

Not very many men of his individual- 
ity and strength of conviction would 
have been willing to make such a frank 
statement. 

On one occasion, Charles G. Trum- 
bull and I were guests in Mr. Wana- 
maker’s home in Jenkintown, near 
Philadelphia, when he was entertaining 
Pastor Charles Wagner of France, the 
author of a book widely popular at that 
time, “The Simple Life.” After dinner 
we went into the picture gallery, where 
many examples of Mr. Wanamaker’s 
fine collection of paintings were hang- 
ing on the walls. A large room was 
devoted to two great pictures occupy- 
ing, as I recall it, the whole wall on 
opposite sides of the room. One was 
the widely known painting, “Christ Be- 
fore Pilate,” and the other, “The De- 
scent from the Cross,” both of them by 
Munkacsy, the Hungarian artist. As we 
stood in front of the picture, “Christ 
Before Pilate,” Mr. Wanamaker said: 
“One of the saddest things I ever heard 
a man éay, was said to me, as the artist 
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and I stood here looking at that picture. 
‘There is my greatest work,’ he said. 
‘I shall never do another equal to that.’ 
He was still in his prime, and it seemed 
sad to me that any man should think 
of his best work as behind him. I felt 
that he ought to be looking forward 
to his best work yet to be done.” 

This expression of John Wanamaker’s 
thought was entirely characteristic. It 
was within a few years of the close of 
his long life that he said to Robert Coyle, 
his associate at Bethany, “Robert, I have 
not done very much yet, but in the next 
few years I hope to accomplish some- 
thing.” In this spirit, he maintained 
remarkably his working pace. He told 
me that just shortly before this time, 
he had been in the Philadelphia store 
and the New York store every day “for 
the past two weeks.” During an inter- 
view in his Philadelphia office, he would 
keep one of the swift elevators waiting 
for him, and without any sign of haste 
on his part, he would close the inter- 
view, walk to the elevator, without any 
aspect of hurry. His automobile would 
be waiting for him, and he knew ex- 
actly how long it would take from his 
office to the train, at the Reading Ter- 
minal. 

His long hours at the: Store were 
filled with details and reports and inter- 
views, and yet a visitor in his office 
never received an impression of undue 
haste, but he did receive complete atten- 
tion, concentrated and undivided, with- 
out unnecessary waste of time. How 
many little personal things he did for 
his employees, no one will ever be able 
to tell. 


His Promise to Bethany 


One of his Sunday school associates 
told me of a prayer meeting at Bethany, 
when Mr. Wanamaker was in the meet- 
ing, and was asked to come forward 
and to say a few words, because of his 


« recent absences.in a senatorial campaign 


in Pennsylvania. He stood beside the 
pulpit, leaning upon it as though he 
were very tired, as undoubtedly he was. 
He said: “It seems good to be at home 
again among you. Before I went away, 
I promised you that I would come back 
just as clean politically as when I went 
away. I did not know what I was talk- 
ing about. I thought I knew men, but 
I learned some new things about them 
in this campaign. I would like to have 
been elected to the Senate, because I 
thought that I might be of some use there 
in certain matters. When one evening I 
was Offered the position in return for 
a little money, which I did not care any- 
thing about, I walked the floor, I reached 
my decision, and I kept my promise to 
you.” 

In the Wanamaker Store, in Philadel- 
phia, there is a tablet, marking the dedi- 
cation of the great new building. On 
the tablet are these words of the foun- 
der: “Let those who follow me con- 
tinue to build with the plumb of honor, 
the level of truth, and the square of 
integrity, education, courtesy, and mutu- 
ality.” 

I took one of my small boys into the 
Store on the boy’s birthday, when he 
was just a little fellow. In the book- 
store we met Mr. Wanamaker, who was 
looking over various books on the coun- 
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ters. I said to him that we were looking 
around at the interesting things 1p the 
Store because this was Philip's birthday, 
“Indeed !” he said. “Well, now,,J ,must. 
give him a book.” Mr. Wanamaker 
asked my son what he would like to 
have for his birthday. He replied that 
he would like to have a “fairy story.” 

“A fairy story? Why, you don’t want 
that. You would read it once and then 
lay it aside, and never read it again. 
Tell me what kind of book you would 
like.” 

“A fairy story,” said the boy. 

“Well, then,” said the amused friend, 
“just come with me.” So, taking the 
child by the hand, he led him through 
the bookstore to an alcove where books 
in fine bindings were kept. I did not 
follow them, because I felt that the 
old friend and the small boy should 
have their time together. On the way the 
boy chose “The New Wizard of Oz,” by 
L. Frank Baum, and Mr. Wanamaker 
wrote in it: “Presented to Philip How- 
ard on his tenth birthday, January 25, 
1908,” signed his initials “J. W.,” drew 
a ring around them, and added the word 
“Philadelphia.” 

Mr. Wanamaker then suggested that 
perhaps Philip would like to have an- 
other book, of a different kind. But the 
boy wanted another fairy book, and Mr. 
Wanamaker accordingly gave him a 
handsome illustrated copy of “The Olive 
Fairy Book,” by Andrew Lang. Philip 
still prizes both these books. 

Then handing to me a beautifully 
bound edition de luxe of Eugene Field’s 
poems entitled “With Trumpet and 
Drum,” he said: “I want you to give 
this book to the mother of Philip.” I 
handed him my pen, and asked him if 
he would put his name in the book, and 
this is what he wrote: “With kindest 
regards to the good woman who has 
two Philips.” And underneath that: 
“January 25, 1908, the birthday of the 
coming man, from her friend, John Wan- 
amaker.” 

Thus in these few memories of a man 
who was known to the world at large 
for his great business success, it is hoped 
that some may catch a glimpse of John 
Wanamaker as a Sunday school man, 
and whose heart was ever revealing 
itself in behalf of the children. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Protection from Lightning 


(Continued from second page) 


proceeded lightnings and thunderings 
and voices” (Rev. 4:5). 

There is an interesting contrast be- 
tween Christ and Satan in two New 
Testament passages. The Lord, answer- 
ing his disciples’ question about the sign 
of his coming, said: “For as the light- 
ning cometh out of the east, and shineth 
even unto the west; so shall also the 
coming of the Son of man be” (Matt. 
24:27). And the Lord himself predicted 
the downfall and doom of Satan when he 
said, “I beheld Satan as lightning fall 
from heaven” (Luke 10:18). Other 
Scriptures show that this statement of 
our Lord about Satan was a prediction 
of an event still in the future, to be ful- 


- filled when the prophecy in Revelation 























Lesson for July 24 


12/7210 is consummated, when “there 
was War in heaven. .. . And the great 
dragoh was cast out, that old serpent, 
called the Devil, and Satan, which de- 
ceiveth the whole world: he was cast out 
into the earth, and his angels were cast 
out with him.” 

Such Scriptures as those quoted con- 
nect the use of lightning with God, not 
with Satan. While every proper pro- 
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tection against destruction by lightning 
is legitimate, one thing is certain: if it 
is God’s will that lightning should de- 
stroy, at any particular time or place, 
nothing that man may do can thwart 
God’s will. But the experiences of God’s 
people record countless instances of their 
protection against, and deliverance from, 
such natural catastrophes as flood, fire, 
earthquake, and lightning. 














The Christian Revolution of Wesleyanism 


The preaching that prevented the French Revolution 
from sweeping across the Channel 


By Ernest Gordon 














brated the two hundredth anniver- 
sary of the experience of John 
’ Wesley in the Aldersgate meeting, May 
24, 1738. How momentous this was not 
only for himself but for England as well, 
the historian Lecky has pointed out in 
a memorable passage: 

“Although the career of the elder Pitt 
and the splendid victories by land and 
sea that were won during his ministry 
form unquestionably the most dazzling 
episodes in the Reign of George the Sec- 
ond, they must yield, I think, in real 
importance to that religious revolution 
which shortly before had been begun 
in England by the preaching of the Wes- 
leys and of Whitefield. The creation 
of the large and powerful and active 
sect, extending over both hemispheres 
and numbering many millions of souls, 
was but one of its consequences. It also 
exercised a profound and lasting influ- 
ence upon the spirit of the Established 
Church. It is scarcely an exaggeration 
to say that the scene which took place 
at that humble meeting in Aldersgate 
Street forms an epoch in English his- 
tory.” 

Sir Charles Grant Robertson of Bir- 
mingham University has rendered sim- 
ilar testimony: 

“Wesley swept the dead air withe an 
irresistible cleansing ozone. To thousands 
of men and women his preaching and 
Gospel revealed a new heaven and a 
new earth. It brought religion into 
soulless lives and reconstituted it as 
comforter and judge. It diverted into 
religious channels a vast volume of 
social discontent which in France 
swelled the tides that submerged Church 
and State in 1789.” 

Dr. F. J. C. Hearnshaw, Emeritus Pro- 
fessor of History in the University of 
London, in a spacious article in the 
Methodist Recorder, has explained just 
how this great inner revolution safe- 
guarded the English nation from the ex- 
cesses of the Revolution on the Conti- 
nent. His words will bear meditation 
in our day when revolution has shaken 
and well nigh destroyed one great nation 
and is ever imminent in others. 

“First and foremost it proclaimed the 
principle of love as opposed to the prin- 
ciple of hate. The fatal and ultimately 


Te Methodist world has just cele- 


destructive blight of all revolutionary 
movements, whether the Jacobinism of 
Robespierre or the Communism of Marx, 
is that they are inspired by hatred. They 


inevitably lead to civil war and mas- 
sacre. The’ way of love is the only 
enduring way of social reform. The 
Methodist love-feast was a_ center 
whence radiated every kind of beneficent 
philanthropy. 

“Secondly, and as a natural conse- 
quence, Methodism substituted the union 
and fusion of classes for the deadly 
dogma of the class war. Whilst raging 
French proletarians were hunting down 
aristocrats and despoiling bourgeoisie, 
their English fellows were meeting for 
worship and communion with men and 
women of kindred spirits, drawn from 
every rank of society. In the presence 
of the divine mysteries all human dis- 
tinctions, whether of class or of wealth, 
sank into insignificance. All were equal 
as sinners saved from perdition and as 
redeemed sons of God. 

“Thirdly, Methodism taught the utter 
unimportance of external human condi- 
tions as compared with the state of the 
soul. Whether a man lived for the few 
brief years of his life on earth in a 
hovel or a palace; whether he enjoyed 
robust health or was laid aside by sick- 
ness, —all such things were matters of 
small moment compared with his rela- 
tions with God. The result was twofold. 
It tended to contentment with the lot 
assigned by Providence. On the other 
hand it caused those to whom wealth 
had been given to regard their posses- 
sions lightly and to look upon them as 
a trust, sc that lavish generosity has 
always been an outstanding feature of 
the Methodist Society. 

“Early Methodists were dominated by 
the belief that man’s everlasting des- 
tiny was determined by what transpired 
during the period of probation here on 
earth. Hence the Methodist, as the 
early Christians, saw things under the 
shadow of the eternal. He remained 
consequently unmoved by the agitation 
of Tom Paine. He held aloof from all 
the revolutionary societies, fixing his 
thought on concerns which seemed to 
him of infinitely greater importance than 
the seizure of political power or the re- 
distribution of mundane property.” 

There are those who will immediately 
point that this otherworldliness, which 
Professor Hearnshaw describes so attrac- 
tively, is an invitation to take advantage 
of it by those outside. And it is indeed 
true that such may well have happened 
and may well happen today. It must 
also be remembered that England. re- 









_ * 485 


> 


quired {a whole century of political and 
social gefo1 neddition: tp thie tqmer 
reform ‘of i ais. But the inner re- 
generation nie’ Wie retomerxs br d 
for thé{outer changes, and it enabled 
these réfo orms to be pushed through with- 
out the disorders and bloodshed occur- 
ring across the Channel. “The red fool 
fury of the Seine” did not have its coun- 
terpart in England, as it has had its repe- 
tition on a colossal scale in Russia, be- 
cause of the great movement that 
Wesley and his bands of preachers led, 
under the Spirit’s guidance. 

Dr. Hearnshaw truly says: 

“What Methodism accomplished in the 
sphere of political and social reform 
was incomparably more valuable and 
more enduring than that achieved by the 
noisy and sanguinary revolutionaries. 
For it is one of the strangest anomalies, 
and yet one of the most conspicuous facts 
of history, that the most permanent in- 
stitutions on earth have been established 
by men who expected at any moment to 
behold the end of the world and the 
final judgment, and that the most far- 
reaching reforms of human society have 
been effected by saints who stood 
serenely aloof from mundane conflicts, 
calm in the assurance that their citizen- 
ship was in Heaven.” 

So we may be glad indeed that Wes- 
ley overcame his disinclination to go- 
ing out to the memorable meeting where 
the great change took place, for he said, 
“In the evening I went very unwillingly 
to a Society in Aldersgate Street, where 
one was reading Luther’s preface to the 
Epistle to the Romans.” Still more may 
we rejoice in what followed. “About a 
quarter before nine, while he was de- 
scribing the change which God works 
in the heart through faith in Christ, I 
felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt 
I did trust in Christ, in Christ alone, for 
salvation; and an assurance was given 
me that He had taken away my sins, 
even mine, and saved me from the law 
of sin and death.” 

John Wesley came of Puritan stock 
of the finest quality, and his Puritan 
father had said to him, when dying, two 
things , which were extraordinarily ful- 
filled in the life of the son. Here they 
are: 

“|. ‘Tre Ward witness, son, the in- 
ward witness: this is the proof, the 
strongest proof of Christianity. 

“2. Be steady! The Christian faith 
will revive in this kingdom: you shall 
see it, though I shall not.” 

At the Aldersgate meeting the inner 
proof was given tc John Wesley. From 
then on he went out to fulfill his father’s 
prophecy of a great English revival. The 
epic ofthis great Christian movement 
is told with incomparable skill and mov- 


ing grace in Wesley’s Journal. The 
Spirit’s indwelling brought to him 
humility. So in the Journal of April 


2, 1739, he writes: 

“At four in the afternoon I submitted 
to be more vile and proclaimed in the 
highways the glad tidings of salvation.” 
The disinclination to attend a prayer 
meeting had been overcome and with 
it the disinclination of this fastidious 
Oxford man, with all his scholarship 
and charm, to hold meetings in the open 
air among the rudest and most needy. 
His humility found expréssior®“in’ other 
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ways as when, for example, he went 
many miles out of his way to seek to 
lead one soul to Christ. 

Mr. Bardsley Brash has described 
(also in the Methodist Recorder’s Wes- 
ley Number) his undiscouraged labors 
through decades, quoting a little phrase 
that he used when struggling in the open 
against hurricane, snow storms, and ter- 
rible weather: “I pushed on.” It is a 
phrase that may have come down to us 
through Methodism into the American 
Negro spiritual, “Push along, believer.” 

“Charles gave heroic itinerant service 
for nearly twenty years and then ceased 
to itinerate: but John Wesley still 
pushed on. In 1779 George Whitefield 
died, but still Wesley pushed on. In 1788 
Charles Wesley died and still Wesley 
pushed on. It was only with death that 
John Wesley ceased to itinerate. Noth- 
ing else could stop him.” “Who would 
wish to live for any meaner purpose 
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than to serve God in this generation?” 
he cried. He visited Ireland twenty-one 
times and spent five years in that land. 
He created, drilled, and fired with cour- 
age his army. The Ironsides of Crom- 
well were no more disciplined nor 
braver soldiers than the early Meth- 
odist preachers. In his eighty-seventh 
year he wrote: “If we do not care we 
shall degenerate into milksops. Soldiers 
of Christ. arise !” 

And he gave all he had with him- 
self, so that an early biographer could 
say, “Perhaps the most charitable man 
in £ngland was Mr. Wesley. His liberality 
to the poor knew no bounds. He gave 
away not only a certain part of his in- 
come, but all that he had.” 

We may indeed say, in recalling Pro- 
fessor Hearnshaw’s theses, If this spirit 
prevailed among men there would cer- 
tainly be few revolutions and what is 
better, no need for them. 














My Memories of John Wanamaker 


A prosperous merchant in the things of earth who laid up treasure in Heaven 


By William McLaughlin petmany presbyterian Sunday School, Philadelphia 


Superintendent of the 














with the late John Wanamaker, 

that stalwart fundamentalist and 
defender of the faith, has afforded many 
pleasant memories. One was constantly 
impressed with his loyalty to the fun- 
damental truths of our faith. And this 
it was that led the congregation of the 
Bethany Presbyterian Church in Phila- 
delphia to erect a tablet to his memory 
upon which was inscribed: “By reason 
of him many went away and believed 
on Jesus.” Mr. Wanamaker, in the midst 
of his heavy cares as a business man, 
and as the superintendent of one of the 
largest Sunday schools in the world, was 
constantly showing his kindly interest 
and his thoughtfulness in his association 
with others. vi ‘ 

He was always urging ‘the’doing of 
little things ina big way. «Plans for 
the work in the Sunday school might 
begin with a simple suggestion, and then 
he would give the fullest consideration 
to a study of just how that suggestion 
might be developed to the utmost, no 
matter how much trouble or expense it 
might take to accomplish the end in 
view. 

His interest in individuals was shown 
in many much appreciated ways. A 
death in one of the families of the Sun- 
day school would not be passed over 
lightly, but Mr. Wanamaker would say: 
“I must attend the funeral of Mr. 
He may not know about it, but his two 
big sons will,and I want them to know 
by ray presence that I care.” 

In order to help the men of the 
Brotherhood of Andrew and Philip, on 
Sunday mornings at 9.45, he formed 
what he called the Sisterhood, so that 
the wives also could come early to the 
regular church service, while the hus- 
bands attended the Brotherhood meet- 
ing. Mra: Wanamaker always attended 
the Brotherhood meeting, which was 


M: MANY years of comradeship 





very much upon his heart and mind. He 
was there unless prevented by illness 
or unavoidable absence from the city. 
One of his hobbies was represented by 
the phrase “Men in the church,” and this 
he tried to make a large factor in the 
life at Bethany. He would lead the 
Brotherhood meeting, and, sometimes 
there would be within an hour as many 
as fifty testimonies throughout the room, 
under his gracious and prompt leader- 
ship. At one meeting, a man rose dur- 
ing the time of testimony to ask for- 
giveness of Mr. Wanamaker for having 
cursed him, when as a young man his 
own father had tried to get him to at- 
tend church after he had fallen into deep 
sin. But he had been.led to Christ, and 
when he made this public apology, the 
graciousness of Mr. Wanamaker in ac- 
cepting the apology brought a true sense 
of the presence of the Holy Spirit in that 
meeting. 

The Mothers’ Hand Society was 
formed at Mr. Wanamaker’s suggestion, 
and each member was supplied with a 
coin bank which was to be kept at home 
to hold any coin dropped in when the 
man was thixking of his mother. This 
money was gathered and was used to 
buy crutches for the lame or blankets 
for the poor. 

Any man of the Brotherhood who 
committed to memory any portion of 
the Book of Romans, which was being 
studied at that time, having sent proof 
of this to Mr. Wanamaker, became a 
member of the Roman Legion, and was 
rewarded by attendance at a dinner at 
the superintcndent’s home, at Linden- 
hurst, and this dinner was afterward 
held on Labor Day each year. After the 
dinner the men would depart with a 
book, or a small plant, or a cup and 
saucer filled with candy. Thus his per- 
sonal interest was shown in many ways. 
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As a teacher and superintendent> 
comments bore the marks of painstakmg 
study and preparation for his talks, 
which were quietly earnest, and ys 
rose at times to the enthusiasm of real 
eloquence as he spoke from the platform 
to the thousands within the hearing of 
his voice. 

As a boy Mr. Wanamaker bought a 
dictionary in order to understand the 
Bible words with which he was not 
familiar. He was always exceedingly 
careful. in his choice of words. Quite 
often his talks would carry an anecdote 
or a bit of practical advice. He used 
to tell how he had to wash the faces of 
the children of the neighborhood in the 
early days of Bethany, when it was 
just a little mission school in its be- 
ginnings. He would suggest that his 
hearers ought to carry a notebook and 
jot down their thoughts and impressions 
from day to day, especially on the com- 
ing Sunday school lesson, and how one 
ought to get more and more out of his 
time by resolving not to pick over and 
at things, but by attending to them at 
once. He had on his business desk a 
little card on which were the simple 
words: “Don’t pick over things.” This 
was not a warning to those who might 
call to see him, but a bit of advice 
to himself. He would say that a man 
may have the Ten Commandments fres- 
coed upon his face, or painted on each 
finger, and yet not be a Christian. And 
these are a few indications of the char- 
acteristics that ran through all of Mr. 
Wanamaker’s work. 

Often distinguished visitors would call 
to see Mr. Wanamaker at the Store, and 
they would receive an earnest invitation 
to visit Bethany Sunday School. On one 
occasion, Baron Shibusawa (who was 


‘often called the Pierpont Morgan of 


Japan) was the guest of the day at 
Bethany, and a special order of worship 
was printed, with John 3:16 in Japanese 
on the front page. A Bible in Japanese 
was presented to the Baron with these 
words: “There is a Man in this book 
that I wish you might come to know in 
a personal way.” 

Mr. Wanamaker’s favorite Scripture 
verse was John 5:24, “Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, He that heareth my word, 
and believeth on him that sent me, hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come into 
condemnation; but is passed from death 
unto life.” 

After a noonday message by Paul 
Rader, at the Arch Street Methodist 
Church, Mr. Wanamaker said to him 
enthusiastically, “That talk was worth 
a thousand dollars.” It seemed to Mr. 
Rader only a passing word, kindly 
spoken, but to his surprise, when months 
later Mr. Rader visited the merchant 
in his private office, a check for $1,000 
was handed to him. 

Mr. Wanamaker’s interests and useful- 
ness were very far-reaching, but he al- 
ways had time for Bethany. While away 
from home, he kept in touch with the 
folks of the church and Sunday school 
by postal and letter, many times signing 
these communications “John Thankful,” 
expressing his gratitude to Almighty 
God for his many blessings, spiritual and 
temporal. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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LESSON 4. JULY 24. GIDEON: FOLLOWING GOD’S PLAN 


International Uniform Lesson.— Judges 6:1 to 8: 35; printed text, Judges 7: 4-7, 15-23 


Golden Text.—Have not | commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage.—Josh. 1:9 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Judges 7:4-7, 15-23 


Kine JAMES VERSION 


Judges 7:4 And the Lorp said unto Gideon, The people are yet 
too many; bring them down unto the water, and I will try them 
for thee there: and it shall be, that of whom I say unto thee, 
This shall go with thee, the same shall go with thee; and of 
whomsoever I say unto thee, This shall not go with thee, the 
same shall not go. 

5 So he brought down the people unto the water: and the Lorp 
said unto Gideon, Every one that lappeth of the water with 
his tongue, as a dog lappeth, him shalt thou set by himself; 
likewise every one that boweth dewn upon his knees to drink. 

6 And the number of them that lapped, putting their hand to 
their mouth, were three hundred men: but all the rest of the 
people bowed down upon their knees to drink water. 

7 And the Lorp said unto Gideon, By the three hundred men 
that lapped will I save you, and deliver the Midianites into 
thine hand: and let all the other people go every man unto his 
place. 


15 And it was so, when Gideon heard the telling of the dream, 
and the interpretation thereof, that he worshipped, and returned 
into the host of Israel, and said, Arise; for the Lorp hath de- 
livered into your hand the host of Midian. 

16 And he divided the three hundred men into three com- 
panies, and he put a trumpet in every man’s hand, with empty 
pitchers, and lamps within the pitchers. 

17 And he said unto them, Look on me, and do likewise: and, 
behold, when I come to the outside of the camp, it shall be that, 
as I do, so shall ye do. 

18 When I blow with a trumpet, I and all that are with me, 
then blow ye the trumpets also on every side of all the camp, 
and say, The sword of the Lorp, and of Gideon. 

19 So Gideon, and the hundred men that were with him, came 
unto the outside of the camp in the beginning of the middle 
watch; and they had but newly set the watch: and they blew 
the trumpets, and brake the pitchers that were in their hands. 

20 And the three companies blew the trumpets, and brake the 
pitchers, and held the lamps in their left hands, and the trumpets 
in their right hands to blow withal: and they cried, The sword 
of the Lorp, and of Gideon. 

21 And they stood every man in his place round about the 
camp: and all the host ran, and cried, and fled. 

22 And the three hundred blew the trumpets, and the Lorp 
set every man’s sword against his fellow, even throughout all 
the host: and the host fled to Beth-shittah in Zererath, and to 
the border of Abel-meholah, unto Tabbath. 

23 And the men of Israel gathered themselves together out 
of. Naphtali, and out of Asher, and out of all Manasseh, and 
pursued after the Midianites. 
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AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Judges 7:4 And Jehovah said unto Gideon, The people are yet 
too many; bring them down unto the water, and I will try them 
for thee there: and it shall be, that of whom I say unto thee, 
This shall go with thee, the same shall go with thee; and of 
whomsoever I say unto thee, This shall not go with thee, the 
same shall not go. 5 So he brought down the people unto the 
water: and Jehovah said unto Gideon, Every one that lappeth 
of the water with his tongue, as a dog lappeth, him shalt thou 
set by himself; likewise every one that boweth down upon his 
knees to drink. 6 And the number of them that lapped, putting 
their hand to their mouth, was three hundred men: but all the 
rest of the people bowed down upon their knees to drink water. 
7 And Jehovah said unto Gideon, By the three hundred men that 
lapped will I save you, and deliver the Midianites into thy hand; 
and let all the people go every man unto his place. 


15 And it was so, when Gideon heard the telling of the dream, 
and the interpretation thereof, that he worshipped; and he 
returned into the camp of Israel, and said, Arise; for Jehovah 
hath delivered into your hand the host of Midian. 16 And he 
divided the three hundred men into three companies, and he put 
into the hands of all of them trumpets, and empty pitchers, with 
torches within the pitchers. 17 And he said unto them, Look 
on me, and do likewise: and, behold, when I come to the outer- 
most part of the camp, it shall be that, as I do, so shall ye do. 
18 When I blow the trumpet, I and all that are with me, then 
blow ye the trumpets also on every side of all the camp, and 
say, For Jehovah and for Gideon. 

19 So Gideon, and the hundred men that were with him, came 
unto the outermost part of the camp in the beginning of the 
middle watch, when they had but newly set the watch: and 
they blew the trumpets, and brake in pieces the pitchers that 
were in their hands. 20 And the three companies blew the 
trumpets, and brake the pitchers, and held the torches in their 
left hands, and the trumpets in their right hands wherewith to 
blow; and they cried, 'The sword of Jehovah and of Gideon. 
21 And they stood every man in his place round about the camp; 
and all the host ran; and they shouted, and 2 put them to flight. 
22 And they blew the three hundred trumpets, and Jehovah set 
every man’s sword against his fellow, and against all the host; 
and the host fled as far as Beth-shittah toward Zererah, as far 
as the *border of Abel-meholah, by Tabbath. 23 And the men 
of Israel were gathered together out of Naphtali, and out of 
Asher, and out of all Manasseh, and pursued after Midian. 


1Or, A sword for «c. * Another reading is, fled. *Heb., lip. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 

Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 

national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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The Lesson asa Whole. 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


N THE Book of Judges we see how 
| wonderful are God’s resources, no 

matter how evil the days or how 
difficult the times. Conditions may be 
at the lowest, God’s people sunk in sin 
and apostasy and apparently in hope- 
less bondage to their haughty and vin- 
dictive enemies. But whenever there was 
true repentance and a crying to God 
for deliverance, he always had the 
leader ready who would free them from 
their slavery and lead them back to 
himself. Of all these, none stirs our 
hearts more, as we contemplate his low- 
liness and yet his bravery, than Gideon, 
the farmer lad who was destined to save 
Israel from the Midianites. 

The call of this young man came not 
when he was daydreaming, but when 
he was busy at his accustomed tasks on 
the farm of his father. He was thresh- 
ing wheat to hide it from the Midianites, 


when the angel of the Lord appeared 
to him and gave him his commission 
to be the leader and deliverer of Israel. 
In “the irresistible might of weakness” 
Gideon accepted the trust, and began 
his work by destroying the image of 
Baal in his own community, for true 
service for God must begin at home. 


The Historical Setting 


For the fourth time Israel had turned 
to idolatry and so again become subject 
to an oppressive régime, their liberties 
destroyed by the Midianites. It was prob- 
ably in or about the middle of the thir- 
teenth century B. C. that Gideon re- 
ceived his call and overthrew the 
detested foe who had held them in bond- 
age for seven years. 

Verse by Verse 


Judges 7:4.—‘The people are yet too 
many.” The people flocked to the stand- 
ard of Gideon, but God was jealous for 
his own glory, and all the fearful were 
permitted to return to their homes. The 
throng melted away from 32,000 to 10,000. 
Even these were too many, so Gideon was 
commanded to make another test in or- 


der that any not really prepared in heart 
might, be made manifest. 


Verse! 5.“He brought them down to 
the water. The test was a remarkable 
one. Those who settled down to enjoy 
a cooling drink were to be put to one 
side; those who merely drank as they 
prepared to hasten on after the foe, on 
the other. Little things often indicate 
a man’s true character. 


Verse 6.—“‘Three hundred men.” These 
were the group who took up what they 
could of the water with the cupped 
hand and refused to be hindered in 
their progress by the temptation to sat- 
isfy their thirst to the full. 


Verse 7.—The Lord’s choice. It was 
God himself who in some way indicated 
to Gideon that he would use the devoted 
three hundred to defeat the Midianites. 
So the rest were sent home. In man’s 
sight, Gideon’s army had melted away 
to almost nothing. But it is not the 
power of the flesh or great numbers 
that insure victory. “The flesh profiteth 
nothing” (John 6:63). 

Verse 15.—“When Gideon‘heard.” The 


} 
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omitted verses, 8 to 14, should be care- 
fully read; otherwise what follows will 
not be readily understood. Gideon and 
a companion spent part of a night scout- 
ing about the encampment of the 
Midianites. They heard one soldier tell 
another of a dream he had had, which 
seemed clearly to indicate a victory for 
the little Israelitish army. This so en- 
couraged Gideon that he immediately 
called his company to prepare for the 
attack, assured that the Lord would be 
with them. 


Verse 16.—“Pitchers and _ lamps.” 
Surely no other soldiers ever went to 
battle so strangely armed. Each man 
took an earthen pitcher, in which a 
torch was hidden. “We have this treas- 
ure in earthen vessels, that the excel- 
lency of the power may be of God, and 
not of us” (2 Cor. 4:7). The lamp in 
the pitcher set forth divine power work- 
ing in frail humanity. In the other 
hand each man held a trumpet, which 
was to be used only as indicated at the 
appointed time. (See 1 Cor. 14:8.) 


Verse 17.—“As I do, so shall ye do.” 
It was incumbent upon all of Gideon’s 
band to “follow the leader.” They were 
to watch him and act accordingly. 


Verse 18.—“The sword of the Lord, and 
of Gideon.” The interests of the Lord 
were supreme in the mind of Gideon — 
so much so that he had no other ambi- 
tion than to be an instrument in the 
hand of God for the deliverance of his 
people; therefore the aptness of the bat- 
tle cry with which they were to pro- 
ceed against the foe. 


Verse 19.—“They blew the trumpets, 
and brake the pitchers.” All was quiet 
in the Midianite camp, when in the mid- 
dle of the night the sleeping host was 
awakened by the blare of three hun- 
dred trumpets followed by the crash- 
ing noise of the same number of earthen 
pitchers. On every side flashing torches 
were seen, which might well suggest 
that they were surrounded by a great 
host. 


Verse 20.—‘The three -companies.” 
Gideon’s little force had: ‘heen divided 
into three groups of a héthd#€d® ach, 
under their respective captain“dhd all 
directly responsible to their ardent and 
patriotic chief. As the battle cry rang 
out, the Midianites were terrified, not 
knowing what to expect next. 


Verse 21.—“All the host ran, and cried, 
and fled.” The terror of the unknown, 
always worse than actuality, had grip- 
ped the foe and rendered them power- 
less for any concerted defensive or of- 
fensive action. 


Verse 22.—“The Lord set every man’s 
sword against his fellow.” In the con- 
fusion it was impossible for the Midian- 
ites to distinguish friend from foe, thus 
destroying many of their own army as 
they attempted to flee from the sur- 
rounding army of Israelites. 


Verse 23.—“The men of Israel... pur- 
sued.” Word of Gideon’s victory spread 
rapidly throughout all the country of 
Naphtali. Asher and Manasseh and the 
people generally rose up against their 
oppressors «and drove them from their 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company,, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


4. July 24.—Gideon: Following God’s 


OE. « MET eE eee ss Judges 6:1 to 8:35 
5, July 31.—Samson: Strength and Weak- 
SE. 66 5viiws Judges, Chapters 13 to 16 


6. August 7.—Ruth: Adventurous Faith. 
Book of Ruth 
7. August 14.—The Relation of Temper- 
ance to Character (A personal as- 
pect of temperance). Proverbs 4:10- 
23; 1 Thessalonians 5:6-8 
8 August 21— Hannah: Godly Mother- 


SPrerr rere ree 1 Samuel 1:1 to 2:10 
9. August 28.—Eli: Responsibility for 

ee 1 Samuel 2:12 to 4:18 
10. September 4.—Samuel: Spiritual Re- 

VAVOE.. 5 6s ssgbs-ctignyeteuees 1 Samuel 7:1-17 


11. September 11.—Saul: Moral Failure. 
1 Samuel 10:17-25; 15:10-23; 28:3-25; 
31:1-10 
12. September 18.—Jonathan: Courage- 
ous Friendship. 1 Samuel 14:1-46; 
18:1-4; 19:1-7; 20:1-42; 23:15-18; 
2 Samuel 1:17-27 








The Heart of the Lesson 

Gideon’s history exemplifies the im- 
portance of obedience to the Word of 
God. The man of faith dares to move 
at God’s command even though, for the 
moment, the difficulties seem to be insur- 
mountable, and the possibility of victory 
very remote. Gideon learned to know 
God in secret; therefore he ventured 
everything upon his Word in public. 
Lesson Outlines 

1. Israel in bondage because of sin and 
apostasy (Judges 6:1-6) 

2. Their repentance and the cry for 
deliverance (vs. 7-10) 

3. The leader selected by God (vs. 11- 
23) ’ 

4. Gideon takes the first step in faith 
(vs. 24-32) 

5. Gideon proves God (vs. 33-40) 

6. The chief of Israel’s army sees his 
forces melt away (7:1-6) 


7. Victory by the might of the Lord 
(vs. 7-23) 


THE OBEDIENCE OF FAITH 
(Rom. 16:26, 1. ¢.) 

1. Faith counts on the living God 
(Heb. 11:1) 

2. True faith evidenced by works (Jas. 
2:17) 

3. Faith overcomes the world (1 John 
5:4) 

4. Faith inherits the promises (Heb. 
6: 12) 

5. Faith grows through obedience (2 
Thess. 1:3) 

6. Faith the source of all Christian 
character (2 Pet. 1:5-8) 

7. Faith to be rewarded at the Lord’s 
return (1 Pet. 1:7) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
Piety at Home. He whom God chooses 
for public service is one who has learned 
to glorify him in private. No one whose 
home life is a dishonor to God has any 
right to expect to be trusted with special 
service elsewhere. Gideon was true to 
the call of God on the farm ere he be- 
came the deliverer and judge of Israel. 


Broken Pitchers. The earthen vessels 
had to be broken in order to let. the 
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light shine out. = 
Corinthians 4:3-7. We ‘who are eritrt 
with the light of the Gospel must!-b¢\ 
willing to be broken. if others, are 
see Christ in us and be won for him: 
As we sound the trumpet to call men 
to repentance, we must be ourselves 
broken before God, or our testimony 
will be useless. 


This is the lesson ofr? 
ed 


Practical and Personal Applications 

A little boy once said, “Faith is believ- 
ing God and asking no questions.” Do 
we know the reality of this? 

If God had saved Israel by the 32,000 
instead of by the 300, they would have 
gloried in their own prowess instead of 
in his mighty power. Do we trust more 
in the arm of flesh than in the living 
God? 

Are we willing to be broken in order 
that the light may shine out in our 
lives? 

Are we looking unto Jesus, not only 
for salvation, but for guidance, as the 
three hundred looked to Gideon that 
they might follow his example? 

Self-assertiveness is always wrong. 
Have we put self on the altar in order 
that Christ alone may be exalted? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


When Israel proved unfaithful to God, 
he gave them up to the fruit of their 
own ways. 


When his people turned to him in their 
distress, confessing their sin and failure, 
he heard their cry and gave them a 
deliverer, for he never fails the one who 
confides in him. 


Gideon did not look like a mighty 
man of valor (Judges 6:11, 18) when he 
was threshing wheat in a corner to hide 
it from the Midianites, but the angel 
of the Lord saw in him a fitted instru- 
ment for divine service. 


How many have wondered, like Gid- 
eon, why so little is now known of God’s 
power, forgetting it is our sins that have 
tied his hands and made it impossible 
for him to give the blessing he desired. 

He who destroyed Baal in secret was 
protected by God when a public inquiry 
was made regarding his apparently sac- 
rilegious act. 

CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
HO was Gideon, and where did he 
live? 

2. In what way did he demonstrate his 


faith in the Word of God before he went 
forth to lead Israel? 


3. By what other name was he known, and 
why? 


4. How many men were in his army at 
first? 


5. Why did not God give the victory to 
this great host? 


6. In what ways were the picked men 
selected? 


7. What spiritual lesson is suggested by 
the second test? 


8. What did the lamps and pitchers sig- 
nify? 


9. What did the trumpets illustrate? 


10. What were the results of Gideon's 
victory? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 492 of this issue. 
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Lesson for July 24 


‘The. Ilustration Round Table 


LL ngadets are ‘invited to serid illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given te illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


“My Bandit.”—Have not I commanded 
thee? Be strong and of a good courage 
(Golden Text). In Cincinnati I heard 
Miss Muriel Lester relate the story of 
a missionary in China whose husband 
was called away from home. During 
his absence a bandit broke into the 
home, seized the missionary, and was 
about to kill her. To her surprise she 
found that she was not afraid of death, 
and that in her heart was no hatred for 
her enemy. Calmly she looked into his 
eyes, smiled at him, took off her ring, 
and gave it to him. The bandit’s hold 
loosened; he turned and walked away. 
He had doubtless seen not only her high 
courage, but the love of Jesus shining 
in her face. The missionary wrote a 
poem entitled “My Bandit,” ‘bcause she 
felt that she was debtor to him, not so 
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much for sparing her life as for free- 
ing her forever from the fear of death. 
—From Mrs. S. J..Beeker, Newport, Ky. 


A Challenge to Christians.—Have not 
I commanded thee? Be strong and of a 
good courage (Golden Text). One Sun- 
day in August, 1912, seven thousand peo- 
ple assembled at the race track in 
Canton, Ohio, to witness the weekly 
automobile contest. Sheriff Oberlin, who 
had been appealed to by the Canton 
Christian Endeavor Union to enforce 
the law, did so by arresting the pro- 
moters and stopping the races. As he 
left the track many shouted, in effect: 
“We'll see if Christian Endeavorers can 
elect you this fall!” The challenge was 
accepted. The fight was carried to the 
polls. 
landslide for the political party opposing 
the candidates of his party, Mr. Oberlin 
was elected by the largest majority given 
any candidate in the county.—From 
“Illustrative Incidents,” by W. H. Brown. 
Sent by Mrs. Bertha Elsaser, Boonville, 
Ns-¥. 


Defeated by Self-Confidence.—I will 
try them (Judges 7:4). <A story is told 
of a young Scotsman who, as a candi- 
date for the ministry, was required to 
preach a trial sermon. He had worked 
hard on the sermon, and felt that it was 
good. So he was confident of making 
a good impression. As he climbed the 
pulpit steps, the pride in his face and 





Responsibility 
is man’s response 
to Gods ability. 
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Dr. Pace’s cartoons may now be obtained as stereopticon slides and as film-slides. There are 20 

series of the glass slides, containing 30 to 40 slides each. with comments making a connected ser- 

mon out of each series. They may be rented at 5c per slide, or bought for 40c each, uncolored, or 

75c each colored. The film-slide rolls, containing usually thirty or more pictures, may be had at $2 

aroll, plain; they are not rented. All may be ordered from The Bond Slide Company, 58 West 
Washington Street, Chicago. 


Notwithstanding there was a. 
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walk was evident to every one. Old 
Robin, the sexton, slowly shook his 
head: “I hae doots o’ yon laddie,” he 
said to himself. The young preacher 
made a miserable failure, and when his 
wretchedly delivered sermon was ended, 
he walked slowly down the pulpit steps, 
head bowed and heart humbled. “Aye, 
laddie,” said the old sexton to himself, 
“if ye had gone up as ye cam doon, 
ye’d have come doon as ye went up.” 
—From Westminster Teacher. Sent by 
M. L. Haskell, Norton, Kans. Prize illus- 
tration. 


We Zeros.—By the three hundred men 

.. will I save you (v. 7). Dr. E. J. 
Pace has a cartoon with a large figure 
“1” representing God, and many 
“ciphers” following, representing his 
followers. Underneath is this striking 
inscription: “How we zeros do magnify 
Jehovah when we get on the RIGHT 
side of Him.”—Sent by Howard M. 
Green, Hornell, N. Y. 


Are There Any Such Today?—The 
Lord hath delivered into your hand the 
host of Midian (v. 15). “I was reading 
of the battle of Agincourt, in which 
Henry V figured; and, it is said, after 
the battle was won — and gloriously won 
—the king wanted to acknowledge the 
divine interposition, and he ordered the 
chaplain to read the Psalm of David, 
and when he came to the words, ‘Not 
unto us, O Lord, but unto thy name be 
the praise,’ the king dismounted, and all 
the great host of officers and men threw 
themselves on their faces.” God is the 
great Deliverer, let us give him the 
glory.—From “One Thousand Evangel- 
istic Illustrations,’ by Dr. Aquilla Webb. 
Sent by W. C. Troyer, Winnipeg, Can. 


Are You “A Brick”?—They stood every 
man in his place (v. 21). The expres- 
sion, “He is a brick” is usually regarded 
as slang, but it is slang derived from 
the classics. Once a messenger of high 
degree was sent to Agesilaus, the king 
of Sparta. The Spartans were great 
warriors, and the ambassador naturally 
expected to find mighty fortifications 
around..the.town of Sparta. He found 
none; ; Maryeling much at this, he asked 
the: king:fe#,@m-explanation. “Come on 
the morrow;j}.gaid the king, “and I will 
show you the walls of Sparta.” The 
next morning the king led his guest put 
to a plain where his proud army was 
drawn up in full battle array. “See,” 
cried Agesilaus, “there are the walls of 
Sparta —ten thousand men, and every 
man a brick.”—From Sunday School 
Chronicle. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Ewell, Surrey, Eng.; and E. M. James, 
Toronto, Can. 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we know that we have been counting too 
much upon numbers. Thou hast ways of 
carrying out thy will that are not dependent 
upon great numbers, but upon the obedience 
and faithfulness of a few. Help us to realize 
that thou art our sufficiency, and if, we have 
little of material strength, and if we are few 
in number show us, we pray thee, how much 
more needful than numbers is simple obedi- 
ence of thy children in. any Work 4or thee. 
If thou hast increased us in miaterial 
grant, we pray thee, that pride may not in- 
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crease, and as we realize how utterly depend- 
ent upon thee we are, may we not be trou- 
bled if thou art taking away from us means 
which would seem very necessary to us, but 
are giving us the high privilege of unques- 
tioning obedience. It is from thy loving hand 
that any rightful success will come, and we 
pray that we may be like those in Gideon’s 
band who dared, not because they were many, 
but because they were few, and were follow- 
ing thy Word. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson—How completely 
the Lord knows our weaknesses! If he 
sees us getting to be dependent upon 
large numbers, then he may do just 
what he did with these followers of 
Gideon. There were a good many times 
too many for what he wanted them to 
accomplish, because they would be get- 
ting the idea that it was their work, 
and not his that accomplished the re- 
sults. So down came the numbers until 
there were only three hundred. We don’t 
work that way usually. We think God’s 
eauses need large numbers in order to 
get anything done, but he has been try- 
ing to teach us in this lesson, as he 
taught Gideon, that numbers are not the 
important thing. Indeed they may be 
troublesome. How wonderful it is that 
the Scriptures point us constantly to 
what God has done, and is doing, and 
will do for his people! Shall we trust 
him perhaps as we never have before? 
Things may look pretty dark sometimes, 
but can you not say in the Lord’s serv- 
ice our Golden Text: “Have not I com- 
manded thee? Be strong and of a good 














courage”? Let us pray. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


The Hundredth Man.—By the three 
hundred men that lapped,..will, I save 
you, and deliver the Mid trites into 
thine hand (Judges 7:7) 3 Hae found 
that many town folks da set: always 
just understand this “lapped” situation 
as applied to the human animal. 

Here in Eastern Pennsylvania, the 
countryside is blessed with countless 
crystal springs. The farmers of the early 
days valued highly a spring on the farm. 
Sometimes they built the farm dwell- 
ing right over it. The old farmhouse 
next door to us, on Harmony Street, has 
a spring in the cellar. 

Over the spring, if near the home, a 
little stone house was built and known 
as “the spring house.” It was the farmer’s 
refrigerator for his milk, butter, and 
other perishables. The watermelon got 
its hyper-deliciousness by its extended 
bath in the cold spring! Didn’t we 
Midway fellows know! 

The Eastern Pennsylvania land is dot- 
ted with these springs, and on a hot 
day when tramping over the landscape 
there is nothing so delightfully refresh- 
ing as to come upon one of these springs 
in its native environment. 

Here ai how you proceed: You lay 
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your staff or any other impedimenta to 
one side. You take off your collar, if 
you are wearing one. Then down on 
the whole front half of you. Spread 
hands and arms to steady the drinking 
animal. In goes your face up to the 
ears. You open your eyes in the crys- 
tal coolness and watch the water bub- 
bling through the sand. You open your 
mouth and take in all you can hold 
of God’s great gift to man—coming up 
for air now and then. 

This is the way Gideon’s troops drank 
—all but 300! That 300 got down on 
one knee, steadied themselves with the 
“gun,” and cupping the hand lifted the 
water to the lips. 

On the face, disarmed and helpless; 
on the knee with weapon in hand, ready 
for eventualities. This old proportion 
still holds true. There is usually one to 
the hundred who is alert and on the toes 
(knees) ready for opportunities. 

It is pitiful to see how many young 
men are down on their shirt fronts in 
pleasurable enjoyment of the “bubbling 
springs” when they should be alert on 
knee ready for whatever comes (Prov. 
10:4; 1 Cor. 16:13). 


Slogans True and False—The sword 
of the Lord, and of Gideon (v. 18). Here 
is a two handled, or two edged “sword” 
every young fellow should strap to him- 
self, if he hopes to overcome the enemies 
he will find layin’ for him. Lots of 
young fellows start out thinking they 
will need but the one edge or the one 
handle. 

With the “sword of Gideon” all goes 
well for awhile and the enemies 
are handled with the single stroke. 
Then the unexpected happens. The 
sword-of-Gideon’s edge is not keen 
enough for this armor, and‘ unless the 
sword of the Lord edge is put into ac- 
tion — well, it’s good night for Gideon ! 

Every now and then some company 
offers a prize for a slogan, with the re- 
sult that our language is rich in slogans. 
You might mention some of them. “It 
floats.” “That schoolgirl complexion.” 
“Ask the man who owns one.” “See 
America first.” Go right on! 

Last Sunday’s lesson and today have 
good ones. “Up; for this is the day,” and 
“The sword of the Lord, and of Gideon.” 
“Gideon” happens to be you. 

Many of the popular slogans are not 
true. One of the popular magazines 
awhile ayo had a series of short para- 
graphs “debunking” certain popular slo- 
gans. Here is one the debunkers have 
not discovered: Fred Ramsey of Cleve- 
land tells of a group of men who were 
asked for a motto to put over a cemetery 
gate. Something like a motto over a 
school building down the Philadelphia 
way: “Enter to learn. Go out to serve.” 
There were many suggestions, such as 
“God’s Acre.” “The Last Home.” “Hid- 
den Treasures.” “Stoke Pogis,” and so 
forth. Finally the one adopted was, 
“Here to Stay”! 

But the motto over the gate — “Here 
to Stay”—is not true. Under these 
three words will go hundreds of mourn- 
ers, and as they stand by the open grave 
the officiating minister will recite Jesus’ 
words te Martha, “I am the resurrection, 
and the life.” One day the trump of God 
will sound and “the dead in Christ shall 
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rise.” So there are those in our ceme- 
teries who are not “there to stay” !’(Johh 
11:25; 1 Thess. 4:16.) a 


The Shock Troops.—And they. stood 
every man in his place ... and all the 
host ran, and cried, and fled (v. 21). In 
modern warfare such soldiers are called 
“shock troops.” These are the men who 
can be depended upon. The men who 
stand “every man in his place.” 

In the English army he is called 
“Tommy Atkins,” and Kipling sings 
about him in his famous “Barrack Room 
Ballads.” In the American army —or 
is it in the marines —he is called “Devil 
Dog” and “Leather Neck.” 

As a marine he has won fame under 
a leader who when he was a little fel- 
ler I have danced upon my knee, “Gen- 
eral Smedley D. Butler, retired.” They 
called him “Old Gimlet Eye.” And by 
the way, you ought to hear him praise 
the fine qualities of the Chinese, with 
whom he had to do when with his troops 
in China. And where he never had to 
fire a shot. General Butler is a Quaker 
—that is why! 

That which makes a man valuable as a 
soldier makes him valuable in all the 
other important places in life. “Every 
man in his place,” and Gideon wins with 
his little army. Every soldier a hun- 
dredth man. (Eph. 6:10-17.) 

But do not forget that every hundredth 
man had something that anchored him 
fast to his “place.” He depended upon 
“the sword of the Lord, and of Gideon.” 

The boys at West Point and Annapolis 
have never been heathen or scoffers 
or doubters. The history of their famous 
football games has been one of prayer 
meetings and their victories have been 
celebrated by “the Long Metre Doxol- 
ogy.” 

Former President Theodore Roosevelt 
used to say when he wanted a thing 
done he tried to get a soldier. The 
Panama Canal was not getting dug. He 
gave the job to General Goethals, a 
Christian soldier. General Goethals 
gathered his “300,” and made successful 
war on the mosquitoes and their “Yellow 
Jack.” And the steamship companies 
tell you if you want a fine trip between 
east and west not to miss the canal route. 

COATESVILLE, PA. 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Thou Mighty Man of Valor ! 

Discussion: What are some of the dis- 
couraging things that hold you back from 
being the disciple you ought to be? Name 
the big ones. 

Objective: Get a vision of the Lord’s 
mighty Hand hard by. 











AY, fellows, I would like to take 

a chip of that oak in Ophrah (Judges 
6:11), and make you an inkstand, or 
a penhandle out of it; or a baseball bat, 
if you will, or a golf club; better still, 
a handle for.a hammer or an adz; pos- 
sibly a desk ruler with the inches 
marked on it, or the tripod for a sur- 
veyor’s transit and compass. I would 
like to get the atmosphere of that oak, 
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or the pollen fromthe association of it 
into the conscious, life. of eyery fellow 
whom this column touches. It is mar- 
4yélous! It is inspiring to the last de- 
gree. I’ve gotten a world of strength 
from under that oak tree for myself just 
this morning, and I want you to have 
it, for there is plenty to go ’round. 
“Thou mighty man of valour”! (v. 12.) 
It was said to Gideon at a time when 
he felt much like a grasshopper (see 
Num. 13:33). Take a look at the poor 
fellow: his was one of the smallest of 
the tribes — the half-tribe of Manasseh; 
his father’s house was one of the poor 
families of the tribe, and Gideon was 
“the least” in his father’s house. How 
desolate was his country’s situation: the 
Midianites, a powerful neighbor nation, 
preyed upon the land. They would al- 
low the Israelites to sow and cultivate 
their crops and harvest them; but when 
they threshed their grain, these enemies 
in overwhelming numbers would swoop 
in upon them and take their goods. Even 
now, as the angel sat under the oak in 
Ophrah, Gideon was threshing his wheat 
by the winepress; not down in the open 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “‘ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories" 
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space where it could be done best, but 
up in the hollow near the vineyard 
where they usually pressed the grapes. 
Possibly by this craftiness Gideon might 
be able to get his wheat threshed and 
stored away in some secret place before 
the marauders should discover it. Not 
only that, but the faith of Gideon’s peo- 
ple — and the faith of Gideon — was be- 
ing broken in the great traditions of 
their forefathers whose God was the 
God of Israel and who had done mighty 
works and performed almost unbeliev- 
able miracles in delivering Israel from 
the slavery of Egypt and bringing them 
through the wilderness to this promised 
land, subduing and even destroying 
utterly their enemies before them. This 
breakdown of faith in God is the worst 
of all that can happen, to make a fellow 
feel cheap and little. Yes, Gideon could 
have been tempted to sell out for a 
nickel that morning, until he looked up 
and saw the angel of the Lord sitting 
under the oak. What must have been 
his surprise when the angel addressed 
him as “Thou mighty man of valour”! 

But there was something in Gideon — 
a tiny something — which when it was 
linked with God made him just that. 
Gideon believed God. The angel said, 
“The Lord is with thee, thou mighty man 
of valour,” and that was what made all 
the difference in the world. Gideon 
tested God, to make sure he was hearing 
aright; then God tested Gideon to make 
sure that he understood it was “not by 
might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, 
saith the Lord of hosts”; and the partner- 
ship went forward to a glorious victory 
and the liberation of Gideon’s people 
from the violence of a powerful enemy. 

Fellows, do you ever feel small and 
cheap and discouraged? Does it ever 
look to you as though there were no 
possible way out of the difficulties sur- 
rounding you? Are you threshing your 
little wheat “by the winepress’? Well, 
boy, just lift up your eyes from the 
ground and look over there under your 
“oak ...in Ophrah.” An angel of the 
Lord is sitting there, and he is saying 
to you (if you will rise to receive it), 
“The Lord is with thee, thou mighty 
man of valour.” It may not be to break 
a pitcher and blow a trumpet (that 
would do you no good anyhow), and 
it may not be to do some conspicuous 
exploit; but it will be something better 
than that: it will be to rise out of your 
discouragement and lethargy, and to get 
at something the Lord will show you, to 
the satisfaction and the joy of your own 
heart —-and to the blessing of others. 
That is, if you trust him—and are pa- 
tient. 

“The Lord is with thee, thou mighty 
man of valour”—yes, even just now 
when you are so little and cheap. 

MIDDLEBROOK, VA. 


we 


CHRISTIAN YouTH is THE SUNDAY 
ScHooL Times paper for young people, 
published every week. If the teen age 
pupils in your Sunday school do not take 
it, they may try it for ten weeks for ten 
cents a pupil. Subscriptions should be 
sent to The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadel- 
phia. 
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My Class of Girls 


By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Goal.—To enlist the girls actively in the 
Lord’s service. 

Activity.—As each of the _ principle 
points in the story of Gideon is listed on 
the blackboard or displayed on cards, the 
teacher may vividly tell that section of 
the story. See Judges 6:1 to 8:35. Use 
blackboard illustrations wherever possible. 

Memory Verse.—‘‘The Lord our God will 
we serve, and his voice will we obey” 
(Josh. 24:24b). 











IRLS, how would you like to be 

enlisted as one of the Lord’s useful 
workers? Today we shall see how God 
used Gideon and his three hundred con- 
secrated helpers, with their peculiar 
weapons, to win a miraculous victory, 
but before we study the lesson text let 
us learn the reason for their surrender 
and success. 

Conditionse of Israel (Judges 6:1-10). 
Standards of living had been lowered; 
the comforts of home life had been de- 
stroyed; want and suffering prevailed. 
Socially and economically the country 
was ruined. Why had all this disaster 
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befallen the Israelites? They had failed 
to subdue the lawless, idol-worshiping 
nations that surrounded them. No longer 
did national unity exist among the tribes, 
who, after turning aside from God, their 
Deliverer, had again established the wor- 
ship of idols among their people. 

At last, when the Israelites had 
reached the limit of their endurance, 
they “cried unto the Lord,” and as al- 
ways the Lord responded to the sincere 
cry of repentance. What message did 
the Lord’s prophet carry to the distressed 
people? 

Gideon’s Appointment to Service 
(Judges 6:11 to 7:1). What kind of 
leader did God call for this new emer- 
gency? He did not select a man of ex- 
perience or wealth. He chose a poor 





CHOOSE A COLLEGE 

For its high scholastic standing 

For its cultural advantages 

For its friendly, Christian atmosphere 
INQUIRE ABOUT THESE _ OPPORTUNITIES AT 


JUNIATA COLLEGE 


HUNTINGDON, PA. 





A BOOK FOR THIS CRITICAL HOUR! 


EVANGELIZE 73 2inesitsn 
or FOSSILIZE 


By HERBERT 
LOCKYER, D.D. 
AUTHOR OF An Instrument of Ten Strings, The 
Three Crosses on Calvary’s Hill, Our Lord’s Re- 
turn, Chaos and Cure,’ ETC 
SIX SEARCHING, STIMULATING CHAPTERS: 
1. The Call to Evangelize. 2. Soul-Winning and How to 
Do It. 3. The Perils of Eoangelism. 4. The Ideal Evan- 
gelist. 5. Jonah, the Evangelist. 6. The Challenge of 
Our Age. 
92 PAGES; bound im attrac- 
tive two-color, strong, art stock 
covers. . . . CENTS. 
ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY! 
BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASSOCIATION 
837 N. Wells Street, Chicago, Ill. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


young workingman, but one who was 
rich in the resources of health, energy, 
enthusiasm, and vision. Notice the steps 
in. Gideon’s preparation for service. 

First, he had to make a personal sur- 
render. 


1. He had to cease blaming the Lord 
for the downfall of his countrymen 
and recognize the true causes of the 
trouble. Two great enemies must be 
destroyed —foreign idols and Midianite 
invaders. Some one must lead the at- 
tack. As Gideon’s eyes were opened to 
the rea! needs of his people, the Lord 
said, “Thou shalt save Israel . . . have 
not I sent thee?” 


2. Immediately Gideon thought of 
himself. How could he, a man so poor 
and so young, save Israel? What was 
the answer? “Surely I will be with 
thee.” “Without Christ — nothing! 
Through Christ — all!” 


3. Twice Gideon presented the “if” of 
doubt. “If the Lord be with us, why 
2” “Tf now I have found grace 
in “thy sight, then shew me...” At last 
came victory. Gideon recognized the 
Lord and received the assurance, “Peace 
be unto thee; fear not: thou shalt not 
die.” “Thanks be unto God” for the 
assurance of sins forgiven, and the gift 
of life eternal! 

Second, Gideon had to witness for the 
Lord in public. “Throw down the altar 
of Baal ... build an altar unto the Lord 
thy God.” It was not easy for Gideon 
to take such radical action in attacking 
an established custom, so he chose to 
make the change at night. This was not 
done because he was a coward, for he 
knew his neighbors, and well he realized 
the possible consequences. At the same 
time, if he did not use this method of 
proving to the people the inadequacy 
of their man-made idol, he would not be 
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able to assure them of the sufficiency. of 
God. How splendidly Gideon’s»father 
co-operated in this testimony’ 'dgainst 
Baal! 

Third, Gideon was enlisted for active 
service. At the very start “the Spirit 
of the Lord came upon Gideon,” but 
this young man wanted to be absolutely 
certain that he was following God’s will 
for himself. Not until the Lord had 
marvelously answered prayer did Gideon 
actively commence his military cam- 
paign. 

The Lord’s Three Hundred (Judges 7: 
2-14). For two reasons the Lord asked 
that the army be reduced. 1. Pride and 
boastfulness would ruin dependence 
upon God (Deut. 8:17, 18; 2 Cor. 4:7). 
2. Fear, selfishness, and unbelief would 
hinder success (Deut. 20:8). What type 
of men finally remained? Of the thirty- 
two thousand original volunteers, only 
three hundred were retained to accom- 
plish the Lord’s work. God wanted men 
who were quick, alert, prepared, and he 
found them at the waterside. These men 
had given themselves over so completely 
to the task of performing the Lord’s bid- 
ding that supplying their own personal 
needs was a secondary matter with them. 
They even quenched their thirst to the 
glory of God (Col. 3:17). So definitely 
devoted were Gideon and his followers 
to God’s service that their very enemies 
recognized God’s presence with them. 


Weapons (Judges 7:15-23). Trumpets, 
empty pitchers, and lamps— peculiar 
weapons, indeed, were these, but in the 
hands of surrendered men even such 
weapons were used to the glory of God. 
As the shout rang out, “The sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon,” God took charge 
of the results as he “set every man’s 
sword against his fellow.” 

Girls, how can we apply this lesson 
of Gideon to our own lives? (The black- 
board outline may be used as a basis 
of discussion and the following chal-. 
lenge might be presented.) Have you 
yielded yourself and your talents to the 
Lord? (2 Cor. 4:6, 7.) Have you dedi- 
cated your voice to his service? (John 
1:23.) Are you presenting the Light of 
the world to your comrades? (John 8: 
12.) Are you becoming proficient in the 
use of the sword of the Spirit? (Eph. 
6:17.) How many of you will make 
the Memory Verse your own personal 
pledge? (Close with a few sentence 
prayers.) 

Next week we shall learn the differ- 
ence between your own strength and the 
strength of the Lord. Learn Proverbs 
16: 32. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 


ye 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 488) 


1. He was the son of Joash the Abiezrite, 
who dwelt in Ophrah, a town of Manasseh, 
west of the Jordan. 


2. He obeyed the voice of the angel who 
appeared to him, both in destroying the 
image of Baal in the village and in sacri- 
ficing unto God. 

3. He was called Jerubbaal, “let Baal 
plead,” because of his father’s ironical sug- 
gestion (Judges 6:32). 

4. There were 32,000. 

5. He would not give them occasion to 
glory in their own power. 


6. All the faint-hearted were bidden to 
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return home. Twenty-two thousand obeyed. 
jen the rest were tested at the water. All 

who! kneeled down toi drink were sent home. 

Those,,who. lapped were retained. 


7. That self-indulgence is a hindrance to 
spiritual progress. 


8. The light of the Gospel in the earthen 
vessels of our humanity. 


9. The sounding out of the message of 
the Lord to a lost world. 


10. Israel was delivered from the oppres- 
sion of the Midianites. 
ve 
For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
How to Build the Picture 
Mountains and hills, with Gideon and his 
army just in sight coming through a pass 
carrying trumpets and pitchers. Tents of 
Midian in the foreground in the valley. 
It is night, so make the picture dark. 











THINK we'll make our picture first 

today. We shall put in a lot of moun- 
tains and hills, and then right here 
we shall put our people. Yes, it is 
an army coming out of the pass, and 
down below in the valley, do you see 
the camp of the enemy? But what are 
the soldiers carrying? They look like 
trumpets and pitchers. That is exactly 
what they had, plus some lamps in the 
pitchers. 

The man leading them is Gideon, an- 
other one of the Judges of Israel. God 
called him to free Israel from the Midi- 
anites. So Gideon sent messengers out 
to four of the tribes to tell the men to 
come and fight against Midian, and 
thirty-two thousand men came. 

God told Gideon that was too many 
men. If they fought and won the battle, 
they would forget all about God, and 
brag about how they won the fight. So 
he told Gideon to tell all the men who 
were afraid to go home, and twenty-two 
thousand of them went home. 

God said the ten thousand that stayed 
were still too many men. He told Gideon 
to take them down to the water to drink, 
and to pick out every one who scooped 
the water up in his hand and lapped it 
like a dog. Three hundred men did this. 
All the rest of the men got down on their 
knees to drink, putting their mouths 
down into the stream. 

Then God told Gideon to take the three 
hundred men with him, and send the rest 
of them to their tents. I think Gideon 
must have been a bit afraid, for God 
told him to take his servant and slip 
down in the darkness and listen to the 
Midianites in their camp. What do you 
think he heard? 

One man was telling another a dream 
he had, of a barley loaf of bread that 
tumbled into camp and knocked a tent 
down flat. The other man answered 
that the loaf must have meant Gideon, 
for God had delivered Midian into his 
hands. So Gideon praised God, and went 
back for his three hundred men. 

And he gave every man an empty 
pitcher with a lighted lamp inside, and 
a trumpet in his other hand. Gideon 
told them to do what he did, and when 
he blew the trumpet they were to blow 
their trumpets and shout, “The sword 
of the Lord, and of Gideon !” 
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So down they came, down the hill to 
this camp, in the dark, and they circled 
around it, and then at Gideon’s com- 
mand, they all broke their pitchers. 
Three hundred pitchers breaking all at 
once would be quite a crash, wouldn’t 
it? And then all the lamps shone out 
on the camp, and all the trumpets blew, 
and all the men shouted, “The sword of 
the Lord, and of Gideon.” 

What happened? The Midianites were 
so frightened, they started to run, and 
God confused them so they began to kill 
each other, and all the men who had 
been left in the tents joined in chasing 
them until they were destroyed. 

Gideon was great because he obeyed 
God, even when God’s plan of taking 
only three hundred men with such 
strange weapons must have seemed 
queer to him, yet he did exactly as God 
commanded. 

How many blessings we miss because 
we think we know better than God does, 
and we do not do just what God com- 
mands. 

MopeEstTo, CAtir. 
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Sterling College— 
and “ Sterling” Truth 


By Nelson Warner 
Dallas Theological Seminary, ‘37 


“ E ARE going to hold a prayer 

meeting right after lunch, to pray 
for some of the students here who do 
not know the Lord as yet. Won’t you 
join us?” The speaker was a young 
man who had come to know the Lord 
Jesus as his Saviour just a year or two 
before, during his freshman year at 
Sterling College, Sterling, Kans. This 
invitation was one of my first impres- 
sions of the spiritual atmosphere that 
prevails upon the campus of this thor- 
oughly Christian college. 

It is always refreshing to find a col- 
lege in which first things are put first. 
In too many schools today those who pro- 
fess to be teaching scientific truth omit 
from their consideration Him who is the 
truth. This is not the case at Sterling 
College. The young people of Sterling 
not only receive the finest kind of in- 
tellectual training, but, in addition, have 
constantly held before them the Lord 
Jesus Christ, as the One who perfectly 
saves, and the Holy Spirit, who em- 
powers for service. 

That a spiritual atmosphere pervades 
the campus of Sterling is due in part 
to Dr. Kelsey, our president, and the 
fine Christian faculty, every one of 
whom is a member of an evangelical 
church. And to the students themselves 
a large share of the credit must go. Of 
the entire student body, 61 per cent are 
members of the Y. M. C. A. and Y. W. 
C. A. There is also the Life Service 
Group, numbering 73 members, every 
one of whom has signified his intention 
of entering definite Christian service. 
Thus far this year the Men’s Gospel 
Team has traveled a total of 11,252 miles, 
and has conducted 95 services. In addi- 
tion to this, the Women’s Gospel Team 
has traveled 2,300 miles, and has con- 
ducted 60 services. 

Each year a week is set aside for a 
series of special evangelistic meetings. 
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This year the meetings were conducted 
by Dr. George Westberg of Wilkesbarre, 
Pa. Dr. Westberg is a graduate of Dal- 
las Theological Seminary, and his mes- 
sages proved to be a real blessing to the 
students. The thing that seems to appeal 
most to those who visit Sterling is the 
responsiveness of the student body to 
the Gospel message. As a Philadelphia 
pastor said, upon his return home after 
conducting the series of meetings a year 
or two ago: “They have just a splendid 
group of young people out there, right 
off the wheat fields—the most whole- 
some bunch you ever saw. They just 
‘ate up’ everything I had to say.” 

It is to such definitely Christian col- 
leges as Sterling that the Church will 
look for leaders in the years to come. 


STERLING, Kans. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











July 31. Equal Opportunity for All. Psa. 72: 
1-14 


Sunday, July 24 


The Contributions of City and Country 
to Our National Life 


{Amos 7:14, 15; Acts 21:39; 22:3) 





Mon.—Food from the country (1 Cor. 10: 
31; 1 Tim. 4:4). 

Tues.—Cities and merchandise (Ezek. 27: 
1-25). 

Wed.—A man from the country: Amos 
(Amos 7:10-17). 

Thurs.—Dangers in city life (Gen. 18:16- 
33). 

Fri—An ideal city (Isa. 42:1-7). 

Sat.—Paul, man of the city (Acts 26:1- 
19). 











T HAS often been said that God made 
the country, but man made the cities. 
All too often, cities testify to the fact 
that they are man’s work. Evidently 
it was God’s intention, in the beginning 
at least, that man should live in the 
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open. The first city of which we have 
record in the Bible was built by a mur- 
derer who sought to escape from the 
presence of the Lord. Another great 
city, built after the flood, soon fell into 
idolatrous worship, so that God had to 
confound the language of its people and 
scatter them. 

We know that in the city from which 
Abraham came there was idolatry, and 
we will remember those two wicked 
cities, Sodom and Gomorrah, upon which 
God had to visit such a terrible judg- 
ment of fire and brimstone. 

$8 

But although cities have often proved 
to be the breeding place of crime and 
vice and gin, nevertheless, the indict- 
ment cannot be laid wholly at their 
door. It is man’s wicked heart that is 
responsible for what we find in cities. 
All the city does is furnish the oppor- 
tunity and the setting for man to in- 
duige his wicked desires and tendencies. 

On the other hand, we find that the 
country also provides opportunities for 
evil, when men are so disposed. Some 
tell us that there are rural sections in 
our land where vice is even more ram- 
pant than in our cities. It does not 
often get into the newspapers. Some- 
times it exists without being generally 
known, because of the seclusion afforded 
by the country. 

98 

It is interesting to note how many of 
the great leaders and spiritual giants 
of the Bible came from the country, or 
worked in the open. It will be helpful 
to look up some of them, Gideon (Judges 
6),.David (1 Sam. 16), Boaz (Ruth 2), 
Job (Job 1), Amos (Amos 7:14, 15), John 
(Matt. 4:21), Peter (Matt. 4:18), Andrew 
(Matt. 4:18). 

But against these we may _— write 
the names of many whose early life, at 
least, was spent in the city. Abraham 
was one of these, as were also Moses, 
Solomon, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel, Mat- 
thew, and Paul. 

bd 


For the country it may be said that, 
when the individual is rightly disposed, 
it often affords greater opportunity for 
meditation. ‘The great out-of-doors can 
speak to us of God. Often, in the coun- 
try, men can be content with simpler 
things and be free from the pressure 
and push and cumpetition to make a liv- 
ing that characterize the city. 

Where the individual is not in tune 
with God, however, the country may 
encourage laziness, and littleness of 
thinking and of vision. The very famil- 
larity with the marvels of nature may 
lead to treating them with contempt or 
indifference. 

4 


The city, while if affords increased 
opportunity for evil, and by its vices 
and amusements offers many pitfalls to 
the careless or unwary, nevertheless also 
affords many opportunities that cannot 
be found in the country. Usually the 
higher institutions of learning are found 
in or near cities. There are libraries, 
opportunities for attending lectures, and 
for education in many of the arts and 
sciences. The large factories and in- 
dustries in the city often afford oppor- 
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tunities for employment with which the 
country cannot compete. Mons 

Here again, however, rittléae! thé °fii- 
dividual is in tune with God, these. ‘ad- 
vantages may prove to be a cursé. The 
mad rush of the speed of the city often 
crowds out any thought or considera- 
tion of God. The opportunities for diver- 
sion and amusement take time that be- 
longs to him. And education and culture 
give to the heart that is not right with 
God, merely a greater skill in and oppor- 
tunity for sin. 

4 


But the Bible tells us of one city 
where there will be none of these pulls 
in the wrong direction. It is the city 
whose light is the Lamb of God, the 
Lord Jesus himself (Rev. 21). It is a 
city where there will be no sorrow, or 
sighing, or pain; where there will be 
absolute justice and righteousness; and 
through whose gates shall enter noth- 
ing that is evil or that can defile. It is 
of course the New Jerusalem, which 
John saw many hundreds of years ago, 
and which some day will be God’s 
crowning gift to a new and renovated 
earth. It will be the dwelling place of 
all those whose names are written in the 
Lamb’s Book of Life. 

What can young people of the city do 


to avoid its perils and make the most of 
its advantages? 


How can young people of the country 
learn to appreciate and utilize its advan- 
tages? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Kathleen’s Question 


A true story 
By Etta W. Schlichter 


ATHLEEN had gone to school two 

whole years. Now on the last day 
she was carrying her books and tablet 
and pencils home. 

On the way. she met Miss Brown. 
“Well, Kathleen,” said Miss Brown, “are 
you glad it’s vacation?” 

“Not very,” said Kathleen. “I like to 
go to school. Next year I’ll be in the 
third grade,” she added proudly. 

“If you like school,” said Miss Brown, 
“shouldn’t you like to come to our Daily 
Vacation Bible School?” 

*T don’t know what that is,” said Kath- 
leen, 

‘It will begin next Monday, and it 
lasts two weeks,” said Miss Brown, “and 
it’s for little children just like you to 
learn about the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Then she explained where the school 
was, and what they did, and Kathleen 
said she’d ask her mother if she might 
come. 

Mother said she thought that would 
be very nice. 

What a lot of happy children were in 
the big room of the church next Mon- 
day morning! And what a happy time 
they had together ! 

First, Miss Brown read from the Bible 
and prayed for ali the children. Then 
Miss Crowe, another teacher, taught 
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them to sing “Jesus. Loves Me,” and 
then, she. had; them.,stand and.sing “My 
Geuntry, “Tis, of Thee.” 

~“Miss.Brown taught them a beautiful 
verse from the Bible, and then they 
had some more songs. 

They had stories, too, but all from the 
great Book. The morning passed so 
quickly the children were surprised 
when it was time to go home. 

“What did you do at the Bible school, 
dear?” asked Kathleen’s mother. 

“We learned a verse, Mother, and I 
can say it. ‘Suffer the little children 
to come unto me, and forbid them not, 
for of such is the kingdom of heaven.’ 
And Miss Brown told us stories, and 
Miss Crowe taught us songs, and we’re 
going every day for two weeks.” 

Next day when Kathleen came home, 
she said, “Today we learned ‘The Lord 
is my shepherd,’ but we didn’t learn it 
all— just some of it. We're going to 
learn it all before. school is out.” 

“It must be a lovely school,” said 
Mother. “You like it, don’t you?” 

“Yes, Mother,” said Kathleen, “and 
we’re going to learn a lot more verses 
and the Ten Commandments and some 
more songs, and the last day we’re go- 
ing to have an exhibition, and all the 
daddies and mothers are going to be in- 
vited to come. And all of us that come 
every day get a—a stif —I can’t say it.” 

“A certificate?” asked Mother. 

“Yes, that’s it. I’m not going to miss 
a single day.” 

Then when Daddy came home to 
lunch, how unhappy Kathleen became! 

“Hurrah !” said Daddy, kissing his lit- 
tle daughter. “We’re packing right up 
and going to Atlantic City to stay till 
Sunday. Won’t that be great? You can 
take your bathing suit, and we'll have 
a fine swim in the ocean.” 

“Oh, but, Daddy, I can’t go,” said Kath- 


leen. “It’s my Bible school. I’m not 
to miss a single day.” 
“What’s that?” asked Daddy. “Don’t 


want to go swimming in the ocean and 
hunting clams and eating salt water 
taffy?” 

_Kathleen loved to go to the ocean, 
but she shook her head. “I can’t miss 
Bible school, Daddy,” she said. “It only 
lasts two weeks.” 

““Two weeks! 
next week.” 

“No, Daddy,” said Kathleen, the tears 
coming to her eyes, “that won’t do. I 
must go every day.” 

“Don’t cry, Kathleen,” said Daddy 
firmly. “You can go to Bible school next 
week. This afternoon we start to At- 
lantic City.” 

Kathleen ran to Mother for comfort. 
“I guess if the Lord Jesus were here 
to speak to us, we’d not go to Atlantic 
City. We'd stay to hear him. And, 
Mother, the Bible school is just the same 
as Jesus speaking to us.” 

Mother felt very sorry, but she said, 
“Daddy wants you to go, dear. And 
doesn’t your Bible say ‘Honour thy 
father and thy mother’? You honor your 
father by obeying him.” 

“All right, Mother,” said Kathleen, 
choking back the tears, “I’ll obey Daddy. 
But if Jesus tells us one thing and Daddy 
tells us something else, oughtn’t we to 
obey Jesus first?” 

“What! Not getting ready?” 


Well, you can go all 


called 
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Daddy, coming in at the door. Then he 
stopped. “What did you say?” he asked 
Kathleen. 

Kathleen was a little frightened, but 
Mother said gently, “Tell Daddy, dear.” 

“I said,” said Kathleen, tears rolling 
down her cheeks, “oughtn’t we to obey 
Jesus first, and it’s just the same as him 
speaking at the Bible school.” 

Mother looked at Daddy. 

“Well, now,” said Daddy slowly, “that’s 
another way to look at it. How’ll it be 
to put off our trip till week after next?” 

“Oh, Daddy !” was all happy Kathleen 
could say. 


ANNVILLE, Pa. 





[ With the New Books 


His Truth Endureth. By James C. 
Muir. (National Publishing Co., Phila- 
delphia, $2.50.) Mr. Muir has done an 
invaluable piece of work for the average 
reader and student of the Bible in bring- 
ing together many striking discoveries 
of archeology and showing the bright 
light they cast on the historical events 
of the Old Testament. The book is 
readable and compelling, and is hand- 
somely illustrated. It holds attention 
from the start, while supplying a fund 
of invaluable information. Most readers 
will get a clearer understanding of the 
setting of many Bible events. For in- 
stance, the description of Ur of the 
Chaldees as the early home of Abraham 
corrects a common misconception that 
the patriarch was a nomad. Archeology 
has uncovered Ur and it is now known 
to have been a great city. Abraham, 
therefore, was a city dweller who was 
called to go out to an unknown land 
which he should afterward receive as 
an inheritance. Maps, clearly and sim- 
ply drawn, help in the understanding of 
Old Testament geography. The author 
plainly states that his book is not writ- 
ten for archeologists or theologians, but 
that its purpose is “to enable the reader 
to assimilate more readily the historical, 
geographical, and cultural backgrounds 
of the Old Testament narratives, and 
thus make the reading of the Bible more 
meaningful.” This has been well done, 
the only weakness being that the author, 
perhaps unconsciously to himself, uses 
from time to time the phraseology of 
the so-called Higher Criticism, and 
makes statements occasionally that are 
not in accord with the teachings of the 
Bible itself. For readers who can dis- 
cern and set aside these blemishes, and 
indeed for most readers, the book brings 
together a wealth of valuable and reli- 
able information in the fields of arche- 
ology and history. 


The Judgment Seat of Christ. By L. 
Sale-Harrison, D.D. (Evangelical Press, 
Harrisburg, Pa., 50 cents.) The author, 
who is known to a host of Christians 
for his insight into prophetic truth, has 
in his latest book turned his attention to 
one phase of the Lord’s return that has 
great practical bearing upon the Chris- 
tian’s daily walk. His world-wide min- 
istry, bringing him into contact with 
Christians of many lands, has convinced 
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Montrose School for Girls 


MONTROSE, PENNSYLVANIA 
A fully accredited college preparatory boarding 
school, with special emphasis on Bible teaching. 
College trained sound Christian instructors. Va- 
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Registrations wow received for fall entrance 
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him that there are many in this day 
who, though truly saved by the blood of 
Christ, are nevertheless very indifferent 
about their testimony and service for the 
Lord. The author believes that the rem- 
edy for this carelessness is a sounding 
forth of the truth concerning the judg- 
ment seat of Christ. 

His treatment of this important sub- 
ject is soundly Scriptural, and should 
provide both the incentive and warning 
that he desires to give. Showing very 
plainly the distinctions between the 
judgment of Christians and that of the 
unsaved and of the nations, he points 
out that the real basis for the judgment 
of our service will not be our outward 
acts so much as the motives that 
prompted them. There are glorious 
rewards to be received at the bema, and 
it will be a serious thing, he declares, 
to suffer loss in that day. The author’s 
case is well stated and convincing, and 
one joins with him in the hope that 
Christians in these days may live in- 
creasingly in the light of the judgment 
seat of Christ. 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D, 
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The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


July 18 to 24 
Mon.—Judges 7:4-7. God’s Plan. 

PRAYER SuGcEstions: “The Lord said.” 
Divine blessing attends hearty obedience 
to the Word. God’s plan is infinitely bet- 
ter than any of our own ways. Self- 
denial insures divine illumination. “Hear 
what God the Lord will speak.” This 
is the beginning of wisdom and blessing. 
“Thus saith the Lord” is a mighty spir- 
itual weapon. Satan fears “The Lord 
saith” more than anything else. Use this 
“sword of the Spirit” in your conflict 
with him. Pray for Berkshire Bible Fel- 
lowship, Monterey, Mass. 
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Tues.—Judges %:15-18. Gideon’s Assurance. 

Prayer Succestions: “I have delivered 
it into thine hand.” Gideon’s confidence 
rested upon the Word of God. The 
Midianite who prophesied victory for-the 
“sword of the Lord, and of Gideon” only 
threw him back upon “thus saith the 
Lord.” It is God’s Word that assures. It 
guarantees victory. Have you a war- 
rant from Scripture for your confidence 
and course? Pray for the Summer 
School of the Moody Bible Institute, Chi- 
cago. 


Wed.—Judges 7:19-23. 
“The Sword of the Lord, and of Gideon.’ 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Every man’s 
sword against his fellow.” God works 
through personalities. When the human 
is coupled with the divine, marvelous 
effects follow. God’s sword and ours 
are needed in the battle against. sin and 
Satan. Spurgeon, preaching on Peter’s 
repentance, once prayed that the Lord 
would look while he feebly crowed a 
warning to backslidden hearers. God 
puts enemies to flight through empow- 
ered servants. Pray for the Victorious 
Life Conferences, Keswick Grove, N. J. 


Thurs.—Amos 2:9-15. 
Disobedience and Weakness. 
PRAYER SuGcesTions: “The mighty shall 
flee away.” Disobedience weakens us. 
The soul loses strength, skill, speed, and 
courage by sinning. Sin like black-rot 
ultimately brings down the mighty. “He 
that is courageous among the mighty 
shall flee away.” Israel could not “stand” 
when she did ill. The obedient, though 
weak, shall be strong; but the disobe- 
dient, though mighty, shall flee away. 
Pray for Cedar Lake Conference, Cedar 
Lake, Ind. 


Fri—Joshua 1:5-9. Obedience and Strength. 
Prayer Succestions: “Strong and very 
courageous.” Obedience is strength. As 
the filament of a light bulb glows when 
the electric current courses through it, 
so the soul is strengthened in obedience. 
Doing God’s will liberates spiritual 
forces within the soul. Obedient souls 
are blessed. “Then thou shalt make thy 
Way prosperous, and then thou shalt 
have good success.” Pray for Oaklands 
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ie E story of the Good Samaritan pictured here is familiar to 
4 all Christians, but very few realize that this same story is con- 
tinually repeating itself. Not only individuals are falling among 
the thieves, but in many instances whole nations are captured 
by them, as is the case of Russia, who has fallen into the cruel 
hands of Communists. 

An illustration of this fact is given here by the words of a 
Christian lady, recently received from Russia: ‘‘My hus- 
band has been in exile for 2 years and has to remain for 8 
more years. I was left with five children in awful condi- 
tion. My oldest daughter, once or twice brought us a little 
bread, and because of this, Communist authorities compelled 
her husband to separate from her aad she was left with a 
little girl without any means of living, came back to me, and 
now 8 of us are half starved, and no one here is permitted 
to help us.’’ 

Dear Christian Readers : There are thousands of such ‘piti- 
ful cases in Russia today, and the Russia Inland Relief Mission 
is taking care of them. Bea Good Samaritan and help us to 
send temporal relief to these suffering children of God in Russia. 


Address all communications and send gifts to the 
RUSSIA INLAND RELIEF MISSION, a Corp. 
1265 Broadway Room 610-S New York,N. Y. 


Every donor will receive our new 32 page booklet. 
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Park Summer Bible Conference, 37 dMel- 
rose Avenue, Hamilten, Can. = 
Sat.—Exodus 17:8-13. 
Lifting Hands Heavenward. 

PrAYER SUGGESTIONS: “His hands were 
steady.” For spiritual victory the up- 
look and the upreach are essential. “The 
rod of God” lifted up in Moses’ hands 
was a symbol of reliance upon God. 
Aaron and Hur knew well how to help 
their “minister.” Do you? Pray for 
Bethanna Bible and Missionary Confer- 
ences, Southampton, Pa. 
Sun.—Psalm 98:1-6. 

Praise to God for Victories. 

PraYER SucceEstTions: “O sing unto the 
Lord a new song.” Know well the 
Author of all your blessings. Be keen 
to see his hand in ail the affairs of life. 
Praises should keep pace with blessings. 
When salvation is the theme, praise must 
be supreme. Pray more and see more of 
his salvation in the ends of the earth. 
Pray for the Boardwalk Bible Confer- 
ence, Haddon Hail, Atlantic City, N. J. 
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